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MOBILITY AND
PEOPLE
EUROPEAN UNION AND ITS MEMBER STATES
AS TEAM EUROPE CONTINUE TO SUPPORT THE
REPUBLIC OF MOLDOVA TO OVERCOME COVID-19

Photo: 5 March, 2021 - The Republic of Moldova is the first
country in Europe to receive vaccines through COVAX facility

◊ Over half of a million doses of vaccines arrived to Moldova through COVAX and EU Civil
Protection Mechanism and distributed already to vaccination points all around the country.
◊ Medical equipment, including lifesaving oxygen concentrators, pulse oximeters and
artificial respiration fans valuing 1,4 million EUR have been provided to hospitals in the
Republic of Moldova by the European Union, Germany and WHO as part of the “Solidarity
for Health” initiative.
The Republic of Moldova is the first country
in Europe to receive vaccines through COVAX
facility. The European Union and its Member
States, as Team Europe, are the largest
contributor to the COVAX initiative up to date.

The arrival marked a crucial step towards
the goal to ensure equitable distribution of
COVID-19 vaccines globally, in what will be
the largest vaccine procurement and supply
operation in history. The supply of the
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COVID-19 vaccine enabled immediately the
National Public Health Agency to continue
the provision of vaccines, free of charge,

On the occasion of the delivery, Peter
Michalko, EU Ambassador to the Republic
of Moldova mentioned: “The European
Union and its Member States have shown
their continued support, in the Team Europe
spirit, for the delivery of much needed
vaccines to the Republic of Moldova. The
COVAX platform, to which the EU and entire
Team Europe are the largest contributors,
continues vaccine deliveries. This lot will
allow to vaccinate more persons and save
more lives. Access to safe, effective and
affordable vaccines is key in ending the
pandemic.”
In parallel, the country continued to receive
new signs of European solidarity - new
lots of AstraZeneca vaccines have been
shipped from Romania, through the Civil
Protection Mechanism of the European
Union.

8

to priority groups, starting with frontline
healthcare workers.

So far, the Republic of Moldova has
received in total over 500 000 doses of
Biontech/Pfizer and AstraZeneca vaccines
offered by EU and its Member States
through COVAX and EU Civil Protection
Mechanism.
Also, on 18 May 2021, EU, Germany and
WHO offered the Republic of Moldova a
series of lots of medical equipment as part
of the “Solidarity for Health” initiative. The
donation consists in 1,6 million medical
gloves, 300 000 FFP2 protective masks,
oxygen concentrators, pulse oximeters,
and tens of ventilators valuing over 1,4
million EUR.
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About Team Europe
Team Europe approach emerged in the context of COVID-19 and was originally initiated as a way
to mark European collective support to partner countries in response to the pandemic. It combines
resources from the EU, its Member States and financial institutions, in particular the European
Investment Bank and the European Bank for Reconstruction and Development.
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WITH THE SUPPORT OF EUROPEAN UNION, 2 200
PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES AND STAFF FROM
6 RESIDENTIAL INSTITUTIONS BECAME BETTER
PROTECTED AGAINST COVID-19 PANDEMIC

10

The EU-funded project „Ensuring safety and
human rights of persons with intellectual
and psychosocial disabilities in 6
residential institutions during the COVID-19
pandemic”, implemented by Keystone
Moldova ended in March 2021. The project
was implemented over a period of seven
months and focused on improving the
safeguarding environment for persons with
intellectual and psychosocial disabilities
and staff from residential institutions for
better protection against COVID-19.

face visors (2 000 units), disinfectant (250
bottles of 5 litres each), disposable gowns
(6 000 units) and protective footwear (3 000
units). “The donated protective equipment
helped us to prevent and control the
spread of the virus in our institution. Not
so long ago, a person with disabilities was
infected with the virus and we have taken
all preventive measures and managed
to keep safe all the other persons within
the institution”, mentioned an institution
employee.

Thus, 1 700 persons with intellectual and
psychosocial disabilities and 500 staff
received and are benefiting of various
protective equipment against COVID-19,
like masks (33 000 units), gloves (33 000
units), protective goggles (1 400 units),

Additionally, special visor masks were
offered for 2 000 people with hearing
impairments, including children, to provide
them protection, as well as barrier-free
communication.
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To increase the access to information of
persons with disabilities and staff, 6 monitors
linked to computers were installed in all 6
residential institutions. The brochures, video
spots on how to prevent the infection with
COVID-19 were translated in easy to read
language and are broadcasted daily in those
institutions.
Altogether 42 self-advocates from residential
institutions were capacitated on how to
support their peers to address complaints,
if any, over a Hotline service and received 40
mobile phones as technical support.

developed safeguarding internal policy in
all six residential institutions. Afterwards,
the staff delivered
information to all
residents in institutions. At the same time,
63 employees increased their knowledge
on burnout syndrome prevention and stress
management, to meet the challenges related
to people with intellectual and psychosocial
disabilities behaviours in crisis time.

“We know that we need to call the Hotline
Service when our rights are violated.
The consultants will help us to solve our
problems”.

The project „Ensuring safety and human
rights of persons with intellectual and
psychosocial disabilities in 6 residential
institutions during the COVID-19 pandemic”
was implemented by Keystone Moldova and
funded by the European Union from the EU
Rapid Response Mechanism to urgent needs
of civil society in the Eastern Partnership.

Moreover, 17 staff members from
residential institutions were capacitated
as trainers in safeguarding policy against
COVID-19 and delivered the training under
Keystone mentorship to another 490
staff, ensuring the implementation of the

https://www.privesc.eu/arhiva/94164/
Evenimentul-de-incheiere-a-proiectului-Parteneriatul-Estic-2019-2020--Mecanismulde-Raspuns-Rapid--Siguranta-si-drepturilepersoanelor-cu-dizabilitat

For details, please access:
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8 SCHOOLS IN THE REPUBLIC OF MOLDOVA HAVE
MODERN GARDENS WITH EU SUPPORT

Thanks to the support of the European
Union and the International Green Cross, 8
schools in the Republic of Moldova have
modern gardens that provide children and
youth with a healthy diet in canteens and
are an efficient tool for the development
of their entrepreneurial skills. Oxentea
Gymnasium, Dubasari district purchased
a mini-tractor, Răscaieții Noi gymnasium,
Ștefan-Vodă district and Caracușenii
Vechi High School in Briceni district each purchased a cultivator. All these had
improved the tillage and loosening of the
soil for a prodigious planting in school
gardens.
It is already the third year of the EU4Youth
– ”School Garden” for Agricultural
Entrepreneurship “ project when spring
begins with a new season of planting
seedlings, seeds, tillage to give birth to
a new garden and new lots of fruits and
vegetables.

12

It is to mention that seven of the eight
existing school gardens were created on a
non-agricultural, unprocessed land, so the
purchase of specific equipment facilitated
the students’ work, as well as the harvest
results. The soil is permanently cultivated,
depending on the needs and those to
be planted, and students also have the
opportunity to study how an agricultural
equipment works for the development of a
modern garden.
The seedlings for vegetables or flowers
were purchased from special stores or were
grown and prepared by students. Oxentea
Gymnasium has built a small greenhouse
for seedlings cultivating, which gives
sustainability to the project, as students
already have planted the seeds, and in
March the school has enough seedlings to
start planting tomatoes and cucumbers.
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In the School Garden’s institutions, where
the main activity is growing bacilli, the
month of March started with protecting
the plantation from early spring frosts, and
after this period, the students cleaned the
plantation, raked, loosened the soil and
created the necessary conditions for plant
growth. In the school gardens at Răscăieți
and Rîșcova, pupils built insect hotels to
keep plant pests away.
The

month

of

May

is

marked

by

the harvesting of radish in Oxentea
gymnasium, the planting of strawberries
in pots in Vadul-Rascov, Soldanesti, the
growing of leaf vegetables in the Centre of
Excellence in Horticulture and Agricultural
Technologies in Țaul.
Around 200 students, teachers and support
staff from all 8 educational institutions
have been involved in the activities of the
“School Garden” project, funded by the
European Union.
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YOUNG PEOPLE ADVOCATING FOR THE CREATION
OF THE FIRST YOUTH CENTRE IN CANTEMIR WITH
SUPPORT OF THE EUROPEAN UNION
Since January 2021, the Centre for Training
and Educational Development has been
implementing the campaign „All for Cantemir
Youth Centre” advocating for the creation
of a Youth Centre in Cantemir district and
encouraging young people to participate in
their local communities.
The main goal of the advocacy campaign
is to raise awareness (especially among
young people) and representatives of the
Local Public Administration (LPA) on the
importance of creating a youth centre - a
platform for the youth from Cantemir where

14

they can develop their capacities and skills,
such as how to elaborate a strategic plan;
monitoring and evaluation tools for the
youth centre for the future; project writing,
offering support to other young people; how
to increase their participation in community
development and to build a productive
collaboration with local public authorities in
order to achieve the inclusion of the Centre
in the development plan of the rayon that
will help them to obtain resources for their
activities.
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their participation in community development and to build a productive collaboration with local
public authorities in order to achieve the inclusion of the Centre in the development plan of the
rayon that will help them to obtain resources for their activities.
Moreover, the campaign aims to empower
young people from the regions that
their voices are important and they are
a valuable resource for the society. The
campaign received support from the
project “Civil Society Organisation Capacity
Development, funded by the European
Union and implemented by ERIM (formerly
IREX Europe).
For the campaign, the organisation
selected 20 young people, based on a
questionnaire where they expressed
their views regarding the future and the
importance of the youth centre for them.
After the selection, the participants were
trained in advocacy and campaigning
and are directly involved in the campaign
implementation. During the first 3 months, with
the support of media and campaign consultants
hired by ERIM, the organisation and the selected
youth have created flash mobs, photo stories,
press releases, media reportages and submitted
petitions to the local authorities. Consultations
and meetings with local public authorities are an
important part of the campaign and on the 5 March
2021, the youth met with the Mayor of Cantemir
who expressed his openness and support for the
creation of a youth centre.
This project has helped the young Cantemir
activists understand official tools through which
they can express their vision, opinions, get involved
in solving a community problem and contribute to
community development. By implementing the
campaign, the organisation has advanced the
level of youth involvement in public participation,
community life and decision-making processes.
Besides acquiring new knowledges and skills
in advocacy and campaigning, the youth are
directly involved in campaigning for development
of a safe space for young people where they
can spend quality time and benefit from various
services, including volunteering, participation
in local decision-making processes, economic
empowerment, career guidance and orientation,
recreation, etc.
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START OF THE RENOVATION WORKS AT
KINDERGARTEN NO. 8 „PRICHINDEL” FROM CAHUL
MUNICIPALITY, FINANCED BY THE EUROPEAN UNION

During the following months, the
kindergarten no. 8 „Prichindel”
from the municipality of Cahul
„will put on new clothes”. With
the financial support of the
European Union under the
EU4Moldova: Focal regions
program, the roof of the early
education institution will be
replaced, the external walls
will be thermally insulated and
the windows will be partially
replaced. At the same time, the
internal heating system will be
replaced, and repair work will be
carried out in 12 sanitary blocks.

The total cost of the
works amounts to
almost 6.4 million lei.
Out of these funds, 2.7
million lei represent
the contribution of the
EU4Moldova:
Focal
Regions program, and
3.7 million lei is the
contribution of local
public authorities.

16
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DENIM DAY - ADVOCACY CAMPAIGN CONDUCTED IN
CAHUL AND UNGHENI WITH EU SUPPORT
In April, IC ‘La Strada’ and UN Women
Moldova, under EVA project ‘Strengthened
Gender Action in Cahul and Ungheni districts’,
conducted the advocacy campaign Denim
Day in the Republic of Moldova.
The Republic of Moldova did not develop a
coordinated community response to cases
of sexual violence and for a better testing of
the availability of professionals and decision
makers across certain districts of the country,
various specialists, professionals, and local
public authorities (LPAs) representatives
from Cahul and Ungheni municipalities,
explained in a video spot how it would be to
collaborate in a team and argue about the
trauma of the person (https://www.youtube.
com/watch?v=FJAXb8VeIog)

community centres for victims of rape are
needed, because victims should be provided
services to help with their trauma: “Women
or people who faced violence should know
that there is a place where they can be heard.
A place where they can come and be totally
safe. A place where they can feel that the
information, they will provide is confidential.”

Dionisie Ternovschi, Deputy Mayor of
Ungheni municipality, says that the

On the other hand, given the sensitive nature
of this topic, the erroneous and stereotypical
attitudes against victims of sexual abuse, “…
many victims do not know that they have
the right to help,” says Tatiana Romaniuc,
Deputy Mayor of Cahul municipality. “That
is why, indeed, we need an institution with
clear mandate and qualified professionals
who would address this issue in a serious
manner,” concluded the Deputy Mayor of
Cahul.

The collaboration between IC ‘La Strada’
and UN Women Moldova under EVA project
‘Strengthened Gender Action in Cahul and
Ungheni districts’, funded by the European Union
and implemented by UN Women Moldova, in
partnership with UNICEF Moldova, involved
the organisation of a series of trainings for
professionals who interact with people affected
by sexual violence. Thus, many doctors,

psychologists and managers from health centres
and youth-friendly centres across Ungheni and
Cahul districts attended the seminars aimed
to improve the response of health and social
systems to sexual violence cases. Also, over
20 officers, prosecutors and representatives of
police inspectorate management were guided
and informed about principles of investigation
centred on victims’ needs.
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GENDER MAINSTREAMING IN LOCAL STRATEGIES
IN 12 COMMUNITIES ACROSS CAHUL AND UNGHENI
DISTRICTS
Over 40 male and female representatives
of local public authorities, local councils,
and women active in different areas of
12 communities of Cahul and Ungheni
districts, benefited, in May 2021, of a
series of trainings focused on gender
mainstreaming in local strategies.
Those 12 settlements from Cahul district
– Andrusul de Jos, Larga Noua, Slobozia
Mare, Valeni, Zarnesti communes and
Cahul municipality, and Ungheni district
– Manoilesti, Macaresti, Parlita, Radenii
Vechi, Zagarancea communes and
Ungheni municipality, are partners in the
project “Local Partnerships for Women’s
Empowerment in Cahul and Ungheni
districts.”

18

The topics, discussed during the
trainings, were about gender analysis of
a community, areas of analysis, profile of
a gender-sensitive community, identifying
gender needs, gender analysis of local
strategy elements, etc.
The project “Local Partnerships for
Women’s Empowerment in Cahul and
Ungheni districts” is implemented by IP
CRAION CONTACT-Cahul and by the Civil
Association “Institutum Virtutes Civilis”
through EVA Project, funded by European
Union and implemented by UN Women
Moldova, in partnership with UNICEF
Moldova.
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THE EUROPEAN UNION SUPPORTS THE CIVIL SOCIETY IN
THE REPUBLIC OF MOLDOVA. “EU TALKS” PRESENTED
NEW OPPORTUNITIES FOR CSO MEMBERS
The support provided by the European Union
and its Member States to the civil society
of the Republic of Moldova was the subject
of the „EU Talks” online event, organised on
4 May. The EU Delegation organised a new
edition of the „EU Talks” online discussions
to present the most recent projects focused
on civil society.
Civil society is a reliable partner of the
European Union, which contributes to
improving the lives of the citizens of the
Republic of Moldova. Information on
available assistance and expected results
was provided by the representatives of four
recently launched EU assistance projects.
The event was attended by the EU Ambassador Peter Michalko, Ambassadors of EU Member
States and the diplomatic corps - representatives of Team Europe. They expressed their
continuous support for the CSOs.
In the next period, the emphasis will be on increasing the capacity of local organisations.
Approximately 5% of the total European assistance provided to the Republic of Moldova is
oriented to civil society’s projects. Since the outbreak of the pandemic, the European Union and
its Member States have intensified their assistance offered to civil society actors. In 2020, the
portfolio of EU grants provided to CSOs in the Republic of Moldova consisted of 21 projects
with a total budget of 441 million lei.

The event can be watched
here:
https://www.facebook.com/
EUDelegationMoldova/
videos/4103422503053628

NEWSLETTER OF THE DELEGATION OF THE EUROPEAN UNION
TO THE REPUBLIC OF MOLDOVA |

MARCH - MAY 2021

19

EUROPE DAY 2021 – SOLIDARITY FOR HEALTH,
TOGETHER FOR A BETTER FUTURE!
The Delegation of the European Union to the Republic of Moldova, jointly with the EU Member
States’ Embassies accredited to the Republic of Moldova, organised a number of cultural,
educational and interactive events dedicated to Europe Day 2021. For the second year in a
row, Europe Day was marked on TV, Radio and online over the entire month of May.
On the occasion of Europe Day, the EU
Delegation to the Republic of Moldova, along
with the EU Member States’ Embassies,
expressed their solidarity for health and
for a better future for the citizens of the
Republic of Moldova. Europe Day was
celebrated through a number of activities
in line with the EU motto “Unity though
Diversity”. The agenda Europe Day events
was launched on 5 May with an online event
with the participation of the Ambassadors
of the EU and EU Member States, as well as
representative of mass media.

“Europe Day 2021 marks the Team Europe solidarity for health and for a better future. The history
proves that humanity can easier overcome any challenge through solidarity, while its unity, respect
for human rights and governance stemming from the rule of law principles, as pillars underlying the
European Union formation, enable us to become stronger and live in peace. It is not by coincidence
that these values, on Europe Day, are marked by art and culture. First of all, art and culture have always
inspired people to become better and stronger.

Second of all, art and culture are best able to highlight the individuality and unique traditions of
each EU Member State, mirroring in this way the European Union functioning principle, namely
Unity through Diversity. Respect for local traditions and solidarity underpin the European Union
activity, serving also as basis for its cooperation with the Republic of Moldova,” Peter Michalko,
Ambassador of the European Union to the Republic of Moldova, has stated.
A significant component of the Europe Day dedicated activities consisted of an ample
media campaign unrolled under two main pillars: i) Team Europe, through interviews
kindly offered by the Ambassadors of the EU Member States (more than 65 interviews
to national, regional and local mass media) ,and ii) EUforYou, reflecting the EU support
offered to the Republic of Moldova (circa 35 articles and interviews organised) at the
national and regional media outlets.

Likewise, the public was invited on 9 May to attend a unique artistic concert, involving the
National Philharmonic „Serghei Lunchevici” alongside the Moldovan National Youth Orchestra,
La La Play Voices and more than 200 musicians from the Republic of Moldova and the European
Union.
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Moreover, 13 events were organised during
5 May – 12 June. Altogether, 7 events were
organised as part of the Virtual European
Village, including three masterclasses
dedicated to European food from the North,
Centre and South of the European Union.

In addition of 6 events were dedicated to
the overall EU Assistance and projects
under the umbrella of Europe Day 2021.

The traditional European Film and Culture Festival included 16 artistic or documentary films, that
were streamed on TV and online during 16 - 31 May, while during the European Music Week, 12
concerts were broadcasted online and on TV.

Thanks to the spurred interest of the mass media in all Europe Day events, the national
and regional mass media virtually brought Europe Day in all parts of the country. Moreover,
thanks to the contribution of all 27 EU Member States and EU funded projects, Europe
Day events were extended until mid-June 2021. As a result, the Europe Day 2021 activities
carried out gathered more than four million views.
The full agenda of the Europe Day 2021 is available on https://eu4moldova.eu/europeday-2021/ , the Grand concert dedicated to Europe Day is accessible on the link: https://
youtu.be/dVrAqz8Eskw , while the online thematic events can be viewed on the Europe Day
in Moldova Facebook page and the EU Delegation to Moldova YouTube channel.

#EuropeDay #TeamEurope #StrongerTogether #SolidarityForHealth

22
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EXCEPTIONAL LIGHTING SHOW
AT EUROPE CAFÉ

On Europe Day, the historic building, which
houses the main information centre of
the European Union, was illuminated in
yellow and blue. The lighting show caught
the eyes of passers-by for a month. The
light show at Europe Café were also
completed by a series of photos illustrated
on LED screens placed on the facade of
the building. The images showcased the
support of the European Union offered to
the citizens of the Republic of Moldova and
the assistance programs of great impact
successfully implemented in the country.
Europe Café is a unique public place
located in a historical building and, at the
same time, showing modernity thanks
to the innovative design and various
technologies used.

The information centre provides an
attractive space for organizing Europeanthemed cultural events, information
activities, press conferences, workshops,
debate clubs and individual development
activities, interactive tools and technologies
and film screenings. The Member States
of the European Union and their diplomatic
missions join these efforts by presenting
their culture, history and traditions to the
public in the Republic of Moldova.
Those interested to learn more about the
European Union and its Member States,
their culture and history, as well as the
assistance they provide for the benefit of
the citizens of the Republic of Moldova,
throughout the programs and projects of
the European Union and EU Member States,
which together act as “Team Europe”, can
do it at Europe Café.
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EUROPE DAY: PEDESTRIAN CROSSINGS WITH
MESSAGES ABOUT GENDER EQUALITY IN THE
DISTRICTS OF THE REPUBLIC OF MOLDOVA

On the occasion of Europe Day, a number
of communities across the Republic of
Moldova have committed to promote
gender equality as a fundamental
European value by writing messages on
the pedestrian crossings in 26 settlements
throughout the country.
This initiative is supported by UN Women
Moldova, UNICEF Moldova and UNFPA
Moldova, as a part of projects funded by the
European Union aimed at ensuring gender
equality, fighting gender stereotypes, and
preventing violence against women and
children from Cahul, Ungheni, Straseni and
Falesti districts.
In close collaboration with the local
authorities, 60 pedestrian crossings in
four districts were marked with messages
about gender equality, such as: “Together
we are stronger”, “We are different, but
equal”, “Cross towards equality”, “Things
can be different. Without stereotypes”.
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By writing this message in public places we
want to raise the public awareness of the
principle of equal rights and opportunities
for women and men as an important part
of transforming Cahul and Ungheni in
gender champion districts, mentioned
Polina Panainte, UN Women Moldova,
Programme
Manager
EVA
Project
“Strengthened Gender Action in Cahul and
Ungheni districts.”
In addition, under “Strengthened Gender
Action in Cahul and Ungheni districts” EVA
Project, UN Women Moldova launched
a collage and drawing competition for
students aiming to reflect and transpose,
in an artistic manner, one of the most
important European values: equality.
The competition gathered over 50 young
people from Cahul and Ungheni districts,
who have attended training sessions about
gender equality since the beginning of the
year.
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LAUNCH OF THE NEW ERASMUS+ PROGRAMME
2021-2027 IN THE REPUBLIC OF MOLDOVA, FUNDED
BY THE EUROPEAN UNION
In the context of Europe Days 2021, the National Erasmus+ Office (NEO) in Moldova in
collaboration with the EU Delegation to the Republic of Moldova, the Ministry of Education,
Culture and Research and the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and European Integration of the
Republic of Moldova organised on May 12-13 an official launch event of the Erasmus+
Programme 2021-2027.

The new Erasmus+ Programme’s budget is 26.2 billion EUR, complemented by about 2.2 billion
EUR from the EU’s external instruments. It is an almost double budget compared to the one
from the previous 2014-2020 edition. Thus, the new revamped programme will fund learning
mobility and cross-border cooperation projects for 10 million beneficiaries of all ages. It also
aims to become more inclusive and to support the green and digital transitions.
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The presentation of the new Erasmus+
Programme 2021-2027 was made with the
participation of the Ambassador of EU to
the Republic of Moldova, Peter Michalko, the
Minister of Education, Culture and Research,
Lilia Pogolșa, and the State Secretary of
the Ministry Foreign Affairs and European
Integration, Daniela Cujbă. A special online
session was dedicated to Jean Monnet
projects and application procedures
presented by Antonio Fontelles de Lima –

project officer at EACEA (European Education
and Culture Executive Agency), and to
Moldovan coordinators’ success stories
in Jean Monnet projects implementation.
Jean Monnet Actions promote excellence
in teaching and research in the field of
European Union studies worldwide and aim
to foster the dialog between the academic
world and the policy-makers, especially
with the intention of consolidating EU policy
governance.

As the COVID-19 pandemic has shown,
access to education is proving, more
than ever, to be essential to ensuring a
swift recovery, while promoting equal
opportunities for all. As part of this recovery
process, the Erasmus+ Programme takes
its inclusive dimension to a new horizon by
supporting opportunities for personal, socioeducational and professional development
of people in Europe and beyond, with the aim
of leaving no-one behind.
During the 2014-2020 edition of the
Erasmus+ Programme, the higher education
institutions from Moldova have already
succeeded to implement:
◊ more than 3600 academic mobilities
between the universities from Moldova
and EU for students and academic staff;
◊ more than 600 International Credit
Mobility projects;
◊ 21 Capacity Building
Education projects;

for

◊ 22 Jean Monnet projects;
◊ 30 Erasmus Mundus Joint Master
Degree scholarships for participants from
the Republic of Moldova.

Higher

The Erasmus Programme was founded in 1987 becoming one of the most visible success
stories of the European Union. It builds on the achievements of more than 30 years of
European programmes in the fields of education, training, youth and sport, covering both
an intra-European as well as an international partnerships dimension.
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GENDER DIMENSION – A PRIORITY OF LOCAL
STRATEGIES IN CAHUL AND UNGHENI
In May, the local public authorities from Cahul and Ungheni were trained how to mainstream
gender in local strategies, an important step in transforming them in gender champion
communities.
During a series of
trainings organised in
partnership with AXA
Management Consulting
and Gender Center,
mayors discussed about
the stages of local policy
development, how to
collect the necessary
sex-disaggregated
data and how to make
a gender analysis of
the local context by
analysing gendersensitive indicators.

“Often, gender is not considered when the road infrastructure is built. However, we can
see how important it is to make equitable decisions for the entire population. We must
ensure the access of all categories of citizens to roads, so that families with children with
strollers, people with special needs can also walk on those roads”, mentioned Ina Rusu,
Secretary of Local Council Tescureni.

These
trainings
are
organised
by
AXA
Management Consulting
and are part of EVA
project
“Strengthened
Gender Action in Cahul
and Ungheni districts”,
funded by the European
Union and implemented
by UN Women Moldova in
partnership with UNICEF
Moldova.
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WITH EUROPEAN UNION SUPPORT AROUND 1 000
PUPILS AND TEACHERS FROM BALTI MUNICIPALITY
WILL BENEFIT FROM IMPROVED LEARNING
ENVIRONMENT AND WORKING CONDITIONS

On 19 May 2021, a monitoring visit of the construction works under the European Union
(EU) funded projects for improvement of energy efficiency (EE) of the Theoretical Lyceum‚
Dimitrie Cantemir’ from Balti municipality took place. The goal of the project is to ensure a
comfortable learning environment and better working conditions for around 1 000 pupils and
teachers of the Lyceum.

The event was attended by the Ambassador
of the European Union to the Republic of
Moldova, H.E. Peter Michalko, and other
representatives of the diplomatic corps
accredited in Chisinau, specialists of North
Regional Development Agency (North RDA),
representatives of GIZ Moldova, local public
authorities, Balti residents, the media and
civil society.

of 695 m2; installation of a thermal station;
providing hot and cold water at Lyceum’s
taps; and renovation of internal toilets
of the institution. As a result of project
implementation, the annual standardised
energy consumption in the educational
institution will be reduced, according to
estimations, by 547 MWh, and the annual
standardised CO2 emissions by 125 tons.

The construction works under the project
include the repair of the roof, with an area of
2 105 m2; thermal insulation works of walls
on a total area of 5 316 m2; replacement of
windows and exterior doors with an area

The total value of the project ‚Increasing
Energy Efficiency of Theoretical Lyceum‚
Dimitrie Cantemir’ in Balti’ is over 1 million
EUR, of which 994 000 EUR - granted by the
EU and 7 000 EUR - local contribution.
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The investment measure Increasing Energy Efficiency of Theoretical Lyceum ‘Dimitrie
Cantemir’, Balti Municipality is financed by the European Union and implemented by North
RDA and the ‘Modernisation of Local Public Services in the Republic of Moldova’ (MLPS)
project. The MLPS project is financed by the German Ministry for Economic Cooperation and
Development (BMZ) and implemented by GIZ Moldova in partnership with the Ministry of
Agriculture, Regional Development and Environment.
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OVER 3 000 STUDENTS WILL BENEFIT FROM THE
INNOVATIVE JOBOTECA EU-FUNDED PROGRAMME

Over 3 000 students from the country will benefit from professional guidance within the
innovative JOBOTECA programme. They will benefit of training programs, mentoring and
internships, to develop and strengthen the skills needed to make a suitable career choice.

Terre des hommes Foundation - the representations from Moldova and Romania - launched
on 24 May the project “Joboteca - pilot program for preparing young people in Moldova for
the labor market”, which will be implemented between 2021 and 2024, in partnership with
the Ministry of Education, Culture and Research of the Republic of Moldova. The project
has a total value of 1 110 396 EUR and is 90% co-financed by the European Union.
Elena Madan, director of Tdh Moldova explained the essence of the job library concept and
the intention of the project: „JOBOTECA - or job libraries - are youth-friendly spaces that we
will create in schools, equipped with necessary tools for training, so that young people get
acquainted with the various career paths. In these spaces we want to implement a pilot
program to increase young people’s skills - professional, digital and life skills „.
Altogether, 25 schools, from Soroca, Călărași, Nisporeni, Strășeni and Căușeni districts,
were selected to be part of the new programme.
The JOBOTECA project will address the issue of unemployment and emigration among
young people in a holistic manner, working with young people and schools, as well as with
potential employers and local communities as a whole.
In addition to job libraries, students will also benefit from vocational summer schools, at
least 15 local initiatives that will implement projects to integrate young people in local
economic activities, internships in the local business environment and trying a profession
during the „Take over day” campaign.
The launch event was also attended by students and teachers from the beneficiary schools,
representatives of the education departments and from the business environment.
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TEAM EUROPE IN A REGIONAL VISIT TO BALTI

The Ambassador of the European Union
and the Ambassadors of EU Member
States, as Team Europe, participated in a
regional visit to Balti on 19 May. Together
with his colleagues, the Ambassador of
France, Ambassador of Czech Republic,
Ambassador of Poland, Ambassador of
Sweden, Ambassador of Austria, Deputy

Head of Mission of Italian Embassy, the
General Consul of the General Consulate
of Romania to Bălți, as well as a diplomat
representing the Embassy of Hungary,
the EU Ambassador Peter Michalko met
with local authorities, representatives of
civil society organizations, as well as local
media.

A highlight of the visit was the exceptional
EU Talks session with the students from
Alecu Russo Balti State University, on the
occasion of the 10th Anniversary of the EU
Information Centre. Team Europe shared

with the students their views on how to
develop and improve on a personal level,
as well as discussed important aspects
related to the well-being of the country and
society.society.
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The “EU Talks” event was followed by the
handover of 11 new trolleybuses purchased
with the support of EU and Eastern Europe
Energy Efficiency and Environment
Partnership (E5P). The new modern
trolleybuses, which operate on electricity
and batteries, offer to the inhabitants of Balti
municipality better and safer conditions for
public transport, while contributing to better
environment.
During the visit, the Team Europe reiterated
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the tangible support offered to the citizens
of Balti. This was followed by an event
at the “Dimitrie Cantemir” Lyceum. The
officials’ agenda included a meeting
with the representatives of the Research
Institute of Field Crops (RIFC) “Selectia”.
Both institutions benefitted from EU and EU
Member States support via the partnership
with Germany and Austria. Team Europe
remains close to the citizens of the
Republic of Moldova by delivering impactful
assistance programs.
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PREMIERE: GREAT MAESTRO EUGEN DOGA
LAUNCHED A SONG DEDICATED TO THE EUROPEAN
UNION ON THE OCCASION OF EUROPE DAY 2021
“Ode to Europe” is the title of the song composed by Eugen Doga in May 2021, accompanied
by the lyrics of Ianos Turcanu. The song was launched on the occasion of Europe Day 2021,
and may be watched on the YouTube channel of the Delegation of the European Union to the
Republic of Moldova.
“For me, the European Union is a large family,
where understanding, unity, peace and love
prevail. Moreover, continued solidarity of the
European Union with the Republic of Moldova
and the EU support provided especially during
pandemic times, have proved that we, the people
from the Republic of Moldova, are not alone. The
song “Ode to Europe” symbolises my hope and
that of the people of good-faith in the Republic
of Moldova of aspiration to the European Union.
Let the Ode to Europe be the Ode to Joy to live
and feel as the European Union citizens do!”
Maestro and composer Eugen Doga declared.
Eugen Doga began working on the “Ode to
Europe” in early May 2021, while the song was
launched at the end of May.
By “Ode to Europe” the great Maestro Eugen Doga has solemnly conveyed an eulogium
to the European Union through strong and beautiful emotions. Both the European Union
Anthem “Ode to Joy” and “Ode to Europe” genuinely capture the solidarity and unity of
people for a better and brighter future.
Ode to Europe may be watched on the platforms of the Delegation of the European Union to
the Republic of Moldova and is part of the cultural and awareness raising events dedicated
to Europe Day 2021.
Europe Day 2021 activities
carried out throughout the month
of May have gathered more than
four million views. The detailed
Agenda of events dedicated to
Europe Day 2021 is available
at: www.EU4Moldova.eu, while
the concert dedicated to Europe
Day, broadcasted on 9 May 2021,
may be watched on the YouTube
channel of the Delegation of the
European Union to the Republic
of Moldova.
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INSTITUTIONS AND
GOVERNMENT
EU FUNDED TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE TO SUPPORT
THE NATIONAL BUREAU OF STATISTICS OF THE
REPUBLIC OF MOLDOVA – IN PROGRESS
During March and May 2021, the activities within the project „Technical Assistance to Support
the National Bureau of Statistics of the Republic of Moldova” have well progressed.
The activity on business demography (i.e. statistics
on the creation of new enterprises and the closure of
unproductive ones) was completed during this period. In
this regard, being assisted by an international expert, the
National Bureau of Statistics (NBS) received thorough
knowledge about the European best practices, as well as
detailed recommendations for improving the methodology
and quality on the business population of the Republic of
Moldova, taking into consideration that data on enterprise
births, enterprise deaths and surviving enterprises are
important indicators of the business dynamics in a country
for the purpose of policy monitoring and formulation.
The activity on the Construction Cost Index was also completed, the methodology currently
used being reviewed and possible scenarios being proposed for the development of the
index in line with EU practices. This indicator is relevant both in macroeconomic statistics
and for the calculation of the market value of the real estate. Since the construction sector
is growing rapidly and it is one of the main factors of the short-term level of economic
activity in the Republic of Moldova, there must be reliable construction cost index in order
to assess the real changes in products within this sector.
NBS representatives attended online seminars on user satisfaction
surveys. The main international standards and methods used for such
surveys were explained. A questionnaire to be used for a pilot survey via
the NBS website was prepared and discussed.
Moreover, NBS representatives attended an online seminar on Response
Burden. The main topics presented and discussed focused around burden
measurement indicators and burden reduction techniques, including
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sample coordination, use of administrative
data, cooperation with other producers
of official statistics and use of pre-filled
questionnaires. Progress was made in
drafting two important regulations expected
to be completed in June: the regulation on
other producers of official statistics other
than the NBS and the National Bank, and the
regulation on access to individual data for
researchers.
Another thematic activity of the project,
essential for the professional development

of NBS employees is the organisation of
English language courses. In mid-May, 60
NBS officials successfully passed the English
mid-course evaluation, and as of 1 June
the classes will be resumed for a few more
months. Mastering the English language at
a more advanced level will allow the staff to
access statistical data and documents from
Eurostat and the United Nations Economic
Commission for Europe, which are the main
reference sources for linking official National
Statistics to the acquis Communautaire.

Photo: Oleg Cara, General Director of the NBS

During 24-28 May, workshops for the IT staff and statisticians from the NBS were organised,
within which they got acquainted with open-source digital tools such as Apache Zeppelin
and Jupyter and the use of these technologies in the Integrated Automated Information
System (IAIS). In addition, training activities with experts from the Italian National Institute
of Statistics (Istat) were organised.

Last but not least, within the visibility and communication component, in the context of Europe
Days, on 14 May, the news portal Unimedia.info published an interview of the NBS General
Director Mr. Oleg Cara.
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AGREED CONFERENCE: A GREAT SUCCESS AND
OCCASION OF SHARING EXPERIENCES
The conference “Community Development: Cooperation between Local Authorities and Civil
Society” was organized on 13 March 2021. The conference is a part of the EU-funded project
AGREED-Activating Governance Reform for Enhancing Development. The event was organised
in a hybrid format and participants could join the conversation either online or in presence.

The event was of utmost relevance, since it aimed at presenting the results of pilot projects
implemented within AGREED project, implemented by ALDA with financial support of
European Union.

The main part of the conference consisted of presentations of the main results achieved
and problems Civil Society Organisation faced during the implementation of the projects.
A cascade effect of small projects with a
great local impact!

and building sustainable partnerships with
local authorities.

Participants have highlighted the great
results and good cooperation achieved
thanks to the projects, expressing their
willingness to visit the projects in the field
and wishing the best for future actions. It
was mentioned, by both representatives
of NGOs and Local Public Authorities, that
non-governmental organisations play an
important role in identifying the challenges
and, respectively, solutions at the community
level, thus engaging the community therein

AGREED project financed by the European
Union, like its pilot projects, aims to
strengthen Moldova’s local authorities’
capacity to perform a transparent and
participatory governance within their
communities, focusing on the policy
making process related to the upcoming
decentralisation reform.
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To find our more details on the project,
please visit AGREED website.

NEWSLETTER OF THE DELEGATION OF THE EUROPEAN UNION
TO THE REPUBLIC OF MOLDOVA |

MARCH - MAY 2021

EU-FUNDED TWINNING PROJECT TO SUPPORT THE
AGENCY FOR LAND RELATIONS AND CADASTRE
OF THE REPUBLIC OF MOLDOVA – ACTIVITIES IN
PROGRESS
Throughout March to May 2021 the Twinning project ”Improving spatial data services in the
Republic of Moldova following EU standards” implemented a series of activities in accordance
with the approved Rolling Work Plan and conducted its 3rd Project Steering Committee meeting.

Within the 1st Component, Sustainable NSDI Governance established, the work focused on the
support to the Agency for Land Relations and Cadastre (ALRC) in developing the national spatial
data infrastructure (NSDI) strategical framework and raising the awareness and understanding
of the public entities responsible for NSDI on the issues of management and interoperability
of spatial data and services:
◊ The draft State Programme in the field of
NSDI and the associated Action Plan were
further developed, in the part related to the
general and specific objectives as well as
performance indicators. Both documents
will be further completed, in compliance with
the requirements of Government Decision
386/2020 on planning, development,
approval, implementation, monitoring and
evaluation of public policy documents.

◊ A series of online meetings were
organized with 20 public entities responsible
for NSDI, aiming to identify the technical,
financial and human resource capacities
of these institutions in the process of their
spatial data management. Additionally, the
meetings served as opportunities to raise the
specialists’ awareness about the concept of
interoperability of spatial data and services.
◊ Initiating the activity to draft Guidelines
for data modelling.
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Following the intensive training programme and materials preparation an extensive 35-hour
training course on the topic ”Introduction to Spatial Data Infrastructure and QGIS*” was
conducted online.

In total, four groups with a total number of 102 participants benefited from this training course
during 12-23 April and 17-28 May, 2021, having as the target-group the GIS (geographic
information system) specialists from central public authorities and Chisinau City Hall.

At the third meeting of the project Steering Committee organized on 21 April 2021, the
participants unanimously approved the second interim quarterly report and the rolling work
plan for the upcoming period.

*Note: QGIS is a professional GIS application that is built on top of and proud to be itself Free
and Open Source Software.
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CAPACITY BUILDING FOR THE MOLDOVAN CENTRAL
AUTHORITIES WITHIN THE EU-FUNDED PPF PROJECT
During 30 March - 8 April 2021 the first two cycles of the newly designed training course
on Costing of Public Investment Projects were delivered. The course programme assisted
Moldovan officials from central public authorities and the Ministry of Finance to learn and use
modern techniques and skills for costing public investments.
The training was designed as one of the activities of capacity building by the “Support the
Moldovan Government in identifying and preparing projects linked to the implementation of
the Association Agreement” (PPF Project). The course included a range of topics from cost
concepts and cost analysis to most commonly used costing methodologies.
The course was delivered online to representatives of the Ministry of Finance, Ministry of
Agriculture, Regional Development and Environment, Ministry of Health, Labour and Social
Protection, South Regional Development Agency, Institute of Oncology and Clinical Hospital
from Balti.
The participants confirmed the usefulness of the training and expressed interest in a followup course that would include analysis of costing techniques provided by the Moldovan
regulatory framework.
The course is aimed at enhancing the ability to make informed decisions on the design and
selection of realistic and viable public investments. To this end, training will be offered at
least once a year to participants from line ministries, municipalities, public entities, as well
as the Ministry of Finance. More advanced or a sector specific training courses on costing
will be designed and delivered upon request from project beneficiaries.
The EU-funded Project “Support the Moldovan Government in identifying and preparing
projects linked to the implementation of the Association Agreement” (PPF Project) was
designed for a period of 5 years. Its main objective is to strengthen the capacity of the
Moldovan national authorities to plan, prepare and manage public investment projects, both
domestically and externally financed. Particular attention will be paid to capital projects that
support the implementation of the EU-Moldova Association Agreement.
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LANDMARK ISSUANCE OF 7-YEAR GOVERNMENT BOND
FOR THE FIRST TIME IN THE HISTORY OF THE REPUBLIC
OF MOLDOVA
On the 21st of April 2021, the Ministry
of Finance succeeded to issue for the
first time a 7-year government bond in
the domestic market. The Ministry of
Finance had received extensive support
from the Project “Support the Moldovan
Government in identifying and preparing
projects linked to the implementation of
the Association Agreement”, funded by
the European Union, over a number of
weeks leading up to this event.

towards the common goal of developing
the Moldovan capital market.

The success is significant and against
the odds of the unfolding COVID-19 crisis
and other current difficulties. It is also a
reflection of the Ministry’s commitment to
continue developing the domestic market
for government securities and extend the
maturity profile of overall government debt
denominated in MDL.

The EU-funded Project “Support the
Moldovan Government in identifying
and preparing projects linked to the
implementation of the Association
Agreement” (PPF Project) was designed
for a period of 5 years. Its main objective is
to strengthen the capacity of the Moldovan
national authorities to plan, prepare and
manage public investment projects, both
domestically and externally financed.
Particular attention will be paid to capital
projects that support the implementation
of the EU-Moldova Association Agreement.

The success also marks the beginning
of a renewed channel of communication
between the Ministry of Finance and the
Primary Dealer banks of Moldova, geared
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The PPF Project team is proud to
have assisted the Ministry of Finance
along the entire process, which is an
essential element towards sustainable
government financing as well as
economic development. The PPF Project
will continue to support the Ministry of
Finance in this critical area.
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HEAD OF EUBAM MEETS WITH THE DEPUTY PRIME
MINISTER FOR REINTEGRATION IN CHISINAU
On 12 March, the Head of European Union
Border Assistance Mission, Slawomir
Pichor, met with the Deputy Prime Minister
for Reintegration, Olga Cebotari, at the
premises of the Government of the Republic
of Moldova in Chisinau.
The parties discussed and shared opinions on
topical issues of the Transnistria settlement
process: participation of Transnistrian
economic operators in international trade
and admission of vehicles from Transnistrian
region to international road traffic.
The Head of EUBAM reconfirmed the
Mission’s readiness to continue its advisory
support to the Transnistria settlement
process and confidence building through

delivery of technical solutions and capacity
building events to specialists from both
banks of the Nistru river.
On her part, the Deputy Prime Minister
emphasized the Moldovan authorities’
interest in receiving assistance and technical
expertise to back the efforts in identifying
viable solutions to topical issues on the
settlement negotiations agenda.
At the end, the officials expressed their
willingness to continue the dialogue on
various aspects of mutual interest, as well
as to strengthen the interaction, to prompt
sustainable solutions to the Transnistriarelated confidence building measures.
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EUBAM SUPPORTS ITS PARTNERS IN STRATEGIC
INTELLIGENCE ANALYSIS
When COVID-19 threatens the health and
wellbeing of Ukrainian and Moldovan
citizens, firearms and drug traffickers,
smugglers and organized crime groups
develop their modi operandi trying to take
advantage of the pandemic. Considering
these threats, building up the capacity of
partner services is a Mission’s priority.
Therefore, on 24-25 March, EU Border
Assistance Mission in cooperation
with Europol – the European Union law
enforcement agency – has organised
online mentoring sessions on strategic
intelligence analysis.
Representatives of nine different lawenforcement agencies of Ukraine and
Moldova were participating in the
joint lectures and workshops aimed
at enhancing their strategic planning
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capabilities. During the exercises,
Ukrainian and Moldovan law enforcers,
together, practiced mapping out a strategic
overview of domestic and international
threats. Europol experts paid a special
attention to sharing new approaches
towards gathering intelligence and its
analysis. The experts showcased the
best and state-of-the-art practices from
across EU member states including recent
operation ARMSTRONG that led to the
seizure of 300 units of different weapons
and 600 pieces of ammunition.
Enhanced expertise in strategic intelligence
analysis will facilitate prevention and
investigation of cross-border crime, as
well as contribute to safety and security
not only across the Moldova-Ukraine
border but in the entire region.
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EUBAM REMAINS ON GUARD AGAINST HEALTH AND
ECONOMIC HAZARDS
Tobacco products being harmful on their own
do even more harm when laws that should
control them are breached. In the Republic
of Moldova, as in any country, enforcement
of tobacco control legislation is pivotal for
the creation of a transparent and controlled
market of tobacco products. That is why,
on 31March, EU Border Assistance Mission
has organized an online workshop devoted
to this issue. The event brought together
high-level officials from Moldovan Customs
Service and the National Public Health
Agency, alongside the EU High-Level Adviser
on Customs and Tax Policy.
During the workshop, participants debated
legal aspects of tobacco control, including
requirements for import and health labelling
of such products. EUBAM experts shared an
analysis of the cigarette market in region.
At the end of the event, representatives

of the Moldovan Customs and National
Public Health Agency agreed to elaborate
a Cooperation Protocol aimed at enforcing
tobacco control and impeding the illicit
tobacco trade.
The high-level Moldovan officials from both
agencies welcomed the EUBAM initiative
and invited all relevant stakeholders from
the Republic of Moldova and Ukraine to join
and coordinate efforts on counteracting
the illicit tobacco trade. Joint action on the
enforcement of tobacco control legislation
as well as strengthened efforts towards
bringing imported tobacco products in
compliance with national health regulations
would contribute both to the reduction
of cross-border crime, reinforcement of
the national budgets, and to health of the
citizens.
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NEW CONCEPT ON JOINT MECHANISMS IN CUSTOMS
CLEARANCE, DEVELOPED WITH EU HIGH LEVEL
ADVISORY MISSION SUPPORT
Moldovan and Romanian Customs
authorities will intensify cross-border
cooperation, as a result of efforts to ensure
joint and coordinated mechanisms in the
customs clearance process. Additionally,
the current bi-lateral cooperation plan was
updated and signed by Directors of both
institutions.
The new Concept on joint mechanisms
in the process of customs clearance
at the border crossing points has been
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developed with the support of the EU High
Level Adviser on Customs and Tax Policy,
Rosario De Blasio. With the concept at the
basis, during their meeting with Romanian
counterparts, the Customs Service of
the Republic of Moldova reiterated their
commitment to join efforts in order to
intensify cooperation with Romanian
counterparts during customs clearance,
which will facilitate trade, streamline
traffic, as well as secure the border.
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DATA EXCHANGE SYSTEM FOR MUTUAL RECOGNITION OF
EU AND MOLDOVA AUTHORISED ECONOMIC OPERATORS
WILL BE DEVELOPED FOR THE CUSTOMS SERVICE WITH
THE SUPPORT OF THE EUROPEAN UNION
A complex data exchange system for the
mutual recognition of authorised economic
operators between the Republic of Moldova
and the European Union will be developed
for the Customs Service with the support
of the European Union High Level Advisers’
Mission. A working meeting to mark the
start of the assignment was held between
the management of the Customs Service
and the Delegation of the European Union
on 26 April.
The
Authorised
Economic
Operator
(AEO) Mutual Recognition Agreement
(MRA) between the Republic of Moldova
and the European Union is a priority and
commitment within the EU - RM AA/DCFTA
art 197 (j): “The parties shall establish, where
relevant and appropriate, mutual recognition
of trade partnership programmes and
customs controls, including equivalent trade
facilitation measures”. This is expected to
fasten border clearances, therefore reducing
delays at border and facilitating trade, at the
same time, strengthening security, including
prevention and fight
against smuggling
and other customs
offences. The new
data
exchange
system
between
customs authorities
of EU MS and the
Republic of Moldova
will bring the country
to the final stage
before signing the
Agreement – the
previous
stages
having
included
mostly
legal
approximation of the
national legislation.

Before reaching the point of developing the
data exchange system, the Customs Service
implemented a series of actions, including
the assessment of the national customs
legislation and its approximation to the
European Union one. This has also been
realised with the support of the European
Union within its High Level Advisers’ Mission.
The mechanism for the exchange of safety
and security data of AEOs between the
Republic of Moldova and the EU Members
States will allow certain benefits to the
mutually recognised economic operators,
first of all priority treatment at crossing the
border – a special lane intended for the
holders of this authorisation, and reduced
number of controls – the AEO status being
recognised by both the EU and Moldova
customs administrations indicates that a
trader’s role in the international supply chain
is secure.
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ECONOMY AND
BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT
EU SUPPORT TO AGRICULTURE, RURAL DEVELOPMENT
AND FOOD SAFETY IN THE REPUBLIC OF MOLDOVA – IN
PROGRESS
During March, April and May 2021, 9 (teleworking) expert missions with the participation of 20
international experts from Austria, Poland and Lithuania were carried out.

The main focus was to support and guide
the development of the National Strategy
for Agriculture and Rural Development
(NARDS 2030). For this purpose, the
Strategic
Environmental
Assessment
Scoping document was developed and the
indicators for the environmental issues were
agreed upon. Regarding the development
of the NARDS 2030 (strategy and program),
the Ministry of Agriculture, Regional
Development and Environment (MARDE)
(MARDE) has opted for the national
approach, based on the local legislation.
Different sector programs, thematic working
group papers, NARDS 2014-2020 and the
evaluation report, regulation on granting
direct payments per head of livestock
were analysed. The first part of the ex-ante
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evaluation report was drafted.
With the support of Twinning short term
experts, the application for animal premium
were processed. The animal premium
scheme was already launched and the
Agency for Interventions and Payments in
Agriculture (AIPA) started to receive the
applications. A draft for a future electronic
approach was elaborated and discussed.
At the same time, four scenarios on the
implementation of area-based payments
have been developed by AIPA and Twinning
Project STEs, including an excel based
calculation tool and recommendations for
next steps.
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The Twinning Lithuanian Experts in
cooperation with MARDE and ANSA reviewed
10 EU quality and marketing standards
(eggs, poultry, honey, beefs, pork, dehydrated
milk): 9 out of 10 national standards were
approximated to EU acquis communitaire.
The classification of poultry meat in two
classes and the implementation of additional
water control in the establishments have
not been transposed. In order to implement
recommendations provided by experts,
MARDE amended two national legal acts
establishing the marketing requirements
for poultry meat and eggs. The workshop
on implementation of quality marketing
standards for poultry meat and eggs was
organised by LT experts, MARDE and ANSA
for slaughterhouses and processing of
poultry meat establishments, egg packaging
centres. The mentioned above workshop
was focused on quality marketing standards
which are important for consumer rights to
choose products according to their needs.
In the stated period of time there were
reviewed the official control procedures
and checklists related to animal health
and welfare for broilers and laying hens.
Generally, official control is in line with EU
requirements, however, the biosecurity is
one of the key prevention tool and should be
implemented in the farms.
Only the listed establishments of animal
origin are allowed to export products to
EU. Generally, the experts stated that the
legislation of the Republic of Moldova comply
with the provisions of the EU regulations
regarding the approval of establishments.
Close communication and collaboration
between the food business operators, farms
and competent authorities is the best way to
successfully achieve the goals.
The EU funded Twinning Project “Further
support to Agriculture, Rural Development
and Food Safety in the Republic of Moldova”
with a total budget of EUR 2 million has
officially started on 1st of September, 2020.

The 2 years project is implemented by
the consortium of Agrarmarkt Austria
(AMA), as the lead partner together
with the Agency for Reconstruction and
Modernisation of Agriculture (ARMA)
from Poland and the State Food and
Veterinary Service (SFVS) from Lithuania.
This Twinning project aims to strengthen
the institutional capacities of the Ministry
of Agriculture, Regional Development
and Environment (MARDE), Agriculture
Intervention and Payment Agency (AIPA)
and National Food Safety Agency (ANSA)
in the design and implementation of
sustainable agriculture, rural development
and food safety policy in line with EU
legislation and best practices.

NEWSLETTER OF THE DELEGATION OF THE EUROPEAN UNION
TO THE REPUBLIC OF MOLDOVA |

MARCH - MAY 2021

47

„EU FOR RURAL MOLDOVA” CAMPAIGN - RESULTS AND
OPPORTUNITIES OF EUROPEAN UNION ASSISTANCE
FOR THE DEVELOPMENT OF RURAL LOCALITIES IN THE
REPUBLIC OF MOLDOVA
The „EU for Rural Moldova” campaign
continues to present the results and
opportunities for the development of rural
areas, offered by the European Union for
localities in the Republic of Moldova. Thus,
during March– May 2021, a series of events
were organised, as described below.
It was relaunched the series of LIVE tours
to successful SMEs, in which we promoted
successful businesses created in rural areas
with the support of the EU. The purpose of
these events was to inspire rural citizens to
access EU-funded assistance programs to
open their own businesses. The tours were
organized at 8 entrepreneurs in the localities:
Calarasi, Bacioi, Rezina, Bardar, Leordoaia,
Ungheni, Razeni and Micleuseni.

Photo:
Viorel Gherciu D irector Donau Soja , Republic of Moldova
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Photo:
Verde Viu , L IVE tour SMEs , Bacioi

Another activity organised within the „EU
for Rural Moldova” campaign was the
communication online event „Integrated
Development of Agricultural Technical
Vocational Education”, organized on 19
April. The topic of the discussion was the
improvement of innovation and education
capacities in the field of agriculture, as well
as strengthening of the capacities of VET
institutions, research, development and
innovation organizations in agriculture in
the Republic of Moldova, carried out with
the support of the European Union, within
the EU project „Development of rural areas
in the Republic of Moldova” (DevRAM) Part
I, implemented by the Austrian Development
Agency (ADA) in partnership with the
Educational Center PRO DIDACTICA and
Donau Soja.
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The development and promotion of soybean cultivation are the main objectives of DevRAM
project, Part I, funded by the EU and implemented by ADA in partnership with Donau Soja
and PRO DIDACTICA. The importance and potential of soybean cultivation in the Republic
of Moldova was discussed during the communication online event „Integrated Soybean
Production”, organised during the campaign „EU for Rural Moldova” on 13 May in partnership
with Donau Soja.

Photo: LIVE tour VET institutions,
Țaul , Ludmila Iurcisin , Deputy Director

Another area of assistance for the European Union is the development of agriculture and
the support of agricultural education. In this sense, on 17 May was launched a new series
of LIVE tours, organised within 4 technical vocational education institutions that have
benefited from the support of the EU in recent years, through the DevRAM project, namely:
◊ On 17 May Center for Excellence in Services and Food Processing in Balti,
◊ 20 May Agroindustrial College in Ungheni,
◊ 24 May Vocational School in Bubuieci,
◊ 27 May Center of Excellence in Horticulture and Agricultural Technologies in Taul.

Photo: LIVE tour VET institutions , Vocational School in
Bubuieci, Zinaida Sajin, Director
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28 ENTREPRENEURS FROM CAHUL AND UNGHENI
REGIONS DEVELOP THEIR BUSINESS THANKS TO THE
ASSISTANCE OF THE EUROPEAN UNION
Existing companies, start-ups and social entrepreneurship initiatives benefit from grants of up
to 700 000 EUR
Altogether, 28 entrepreneurs from the Cahul
and Ungheni regions benefit of grants of
overall 700 000 EUR, assistance provided
by the European Union for the development
of the private sector in the focal regions.
The entrepreneurs were selected through
open competition by the EU4Moldova: Focal
Regions Programme out of 140 applications
received from Cahul and Ungheni districts.
At the same time, 16 existing companies,
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10 start-ups and 2 social entrepreneurship
initiatives will receive grants of 15 000 30 000 EUR each. Financial assistance will be
used to purchase equipment, goods, works
and services to grow the business, create
new jobs and increase the attractiveness
of focal regions for new investments. The
grant programme will also be accompanied
by free mentoring and training activities to
stimulate the entrepreneurial culture of focal
regions.
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Dumitru Chitoraga lives in Ungheni. In 2013,
he launched a business to produce natural
teas and the cultivation of medicinal plants. In
Napadeni village, Ungheni district, on an area
of 22 hectares in the forest area, he grows
mint, lemon verbena, marigold, camomile,
and other plants. The teas produced under
the „Aroma Padurilor” (the smell of forests)
brand are sold in stores in the country, but also
exported to countries such as Canada, USA,
Italy, Russia. The grant of 26 300 EUR, obtained
in the category of Existing Companies, will be
invested in the modernization of the irrigation

system, the installation of solar panels,
as well as in the contracting of marketing
expertise services. „Thanks to EU funding,
the ‘Aroma Padurilor’ brand will reach out to
new international markets such as Romania,
Japan, Belgium. We will also produce larger
quantities of organic medicinal and aromatic
plants”, says Dumitru Chitoraga, director of
the Farm „D. Chitoraga”, which comes with his
own contribution of 10 000 EUR to the grant
obtained.

Catalina Pascal is originally from Cahul and
together with her husband, she runs her own
blacksmith shop. She creates custom product
models, coordinates customer service, and
manages the financial part of the business.
And the husband, a blacksmith by profession,
gives life to the model drawn by his wife. He
produces various wrought iron objects: gates,
fences, railings, grilles, and other elements
that incorporate metalwork. Although the
competition is fierce, the products of the
Pascal family have crossed the border of the
Cahul region, being in demand in the districts
of Cantemir, Leova, Vulcanesti. The Pascal

family is the beneficiary of the Grants Program,
Start-Up category, and receives as a non-cash
support of 15 000 EUR coming with their own
contribution of 1 576 EUR. „Lately, artistic
metalwork is becoming more and more popular,
because it is the opposite of factory template
production. Using the money granted by the
European Union, we will purchase modern cold
metal processing equipment, which will make
the cost and time of the works more efficient
and will increase the competitiveness of the
final product. This will increase the number of
our customers and, in the end, will increase the
profit of the business”, says Catalina Pascal.

The beneficiaries of the private sector support program, 1st edition, cover vast fields of economic
activity: furniture production, tailoring, pastry making, decorative objects, construction materials,
agriculture, beekeeping, etc. The grants programme beneficiaries will create more than 200 new
seasonal and permanent jobs in both focal regions.
This year, a new call for grants will be launched for entrepreneurs from Ungheni and Cahul districts.
The total value of grants for private sector support in the Cahul and Ungheni regions that will be
offered in the period 2020-2024 in the framework of the program is about 1.7 million EUR.
The list of grant companies from Ungheni region is published here.
The list of grant companies from Cahul region can be accessed here.

EU4Moldova: Focal Regions Programme (2019-2024) supports smart, green, inclusive and sustainable
development in Cahul and Ungheni, to ensure better life quality for citizens. The programme has a
total budget of 23 million EUR and is financed by the European Union and implemented by the United
Nations Development Programme (UNDP) and United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF).

More details about the Programme’s activities in Cahul and Ungheni regions can be found on
www.eu4cahl.md and www.eu4ungheni.md

E-TRADECON: THE FIRST CONFERENCE DEDICATED TO
INTERNATIONAL TRADE FACILITATION
Experts in the field of Customs in the
public and private sector, specialists in the
field of international logistics, as well as
anyone who is interested in trade had the
opportunity to attend, on 25-26 March, the
first Conference dedicated to international
trade facilitation – e-TRADECON. The
event was organised by the Customs
Service of the Republic of Moldova,
the Delegation of the European Union
to the Republic of Moldova, the USAID
Moldova Structural Reform Program and
the American Chamber of Commerce in
Moldova, with the support of the European
Business Association and the European
Union High-Level Advisers Mission. The
forum brought together top experts
from the United Nations Conference on
Trade and Development, the World Bank,
the International Finance Corporation,
the European Commission, USAID,
representatives of Customs authorities
from Moldova, Romania and Ukraine.
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During the Conference, the experts
discussed the innovative elements of the
new Customs Code and their impact on
international trade facilitation; the role
of digitization in streamlining customs
clearance processes, as well as in
minimizing business interaction with
public authorities and reducing related
costs; peculiarities of the value chain
of the international e-commerce in the
context of the window of opportunity
generated by the pandemic crisis, as well
as the regulatory impact in stimulating
e-commerce.
A special element of the Conference
was the forum of the three Customs
authorities from Romania, Ukraine and
the Republic of Moldova, the discussions
including the review of the good practices
of international cooperation, such as joint
control, data exchange, as well as the
reaffirmation of collaboration plans on
customs infrastructure modernisation.
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LAUNCH OF EU4MOLDOVA: STARTUP CITY CAHUL
PROJECT
Supporting the development of entrepreneurship is also among the project’s
priorities. Thus, several actions will be taken
to facilitate the creation of local startups,
strengthen their development capacity, and
prepare for investment. Over the next 4 years,
it is expected to provide assistance and
support for at least 20 local startups, support
over 15 non-IT initiatives, and over 2,600
people will benefit from entrepreneurship
education programs.
The European Union provides financial
assistance of about 6.8 million EUR to
strengthen the potential of the digital
economy, increase local employment in
the field of ICT, develop business based
on innovation, but also increase the
competitiveness and attractiveness of the
Cahul region.
The funds are provided through Sweden,
within the “EU4Moldova: Startup City Cahul”,
a project implemented by the National
Association of ICT Companies (ATIC). In
the coming years, the project will encourage
innovation partnerships between the private
sector, public sector and educational
institutions; STEM education will also be
supported, by adapting and implementing
educational programs for training and
expanding skills, so that IT becomes more
attractive for everyone, regardless of age or
gender.

The project also envisages the creation of
EU4Innovation Centre - a centre that will
develop more local services, programs and
activities. It will be located at the „Bogdan
Petriceicu Hasdeu” State University in Cahul
and will offer several facilities: event rooms
with up to 300 participants, equipped with
audio-video systems, training rooms to host
training and education courses, co-working
spaces for local entrepreneurs, over 50
offices, etc.
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EU OFFERS OPPORTUNITIES FOR ENTREPRENEURS IN
CAHUL
Residents of the southern region of the
Republic of Moldova have now more
opportunities to develop business based on
information technologies. With the launch
of the „EU4Moldova: Startup City Cahul”
project, several programs dedicated to
local entrepreneurs are to be implemented
in the region this year. The initiatives were
presented at a public event in which civic

Although Moldova’s emerging startup
ecosystem is constantly growing, the
opportunities to receive qualified business
development support are not yet evenly
distributed in all regions of the country.
With the help of „EU4Moldova: Startup City
Cahul” the region will become an innovative
entrepreneurial community, with community
leaders, events and meetings, educational
initiatives, programs for startups and public
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activists, representatives of academia,
entrepreneurs, local businessmen, etc.
were invited to participate. The event
featured entrepreneurial projects from
„EU4Moldova: Startup City Cahul”,
success stories and experiences of
tech entrepreneurs, but also program
opportunities where those interested can
learn how to turn their ideas into business.

institutions that join forces so that all
activities provided in the project take place.
Entrepreneurial education will be accessible
to all: pupils - at school, during the optional
disciplines within the “Tekwill in Every
School”; students - at the university within
the “Startup Academy in universities”;
professionals and non-IT - at the courses
“Startup Academy for entrepreneurs” etc.
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Several actions will be implemented
to encourage the creation of startups
(innovation-based businesses) and stimulate
their development, attract investment and
expand their area of operation at regional,
national and even international level. In this
regard, several events will be organized in
which local startups will have access to
conferences and workshops, information on
potential sources of funding and acceleration
programs, exchange of experience with
other startups in various fields, meetings
with potential investors, etc. Among the
most representative projects are: Moldova
Startup Week, Cahul Hackaton, Cahul Demo
Day, etc.

In order for local startups to be able to digitize
their activity and become more competitive
in the digital environment, a series of actions
are to be organized to connect actors from
different industries, depending on needs
(education, business, marketing, technology,
financial advisory, mentoring, acceleration
programs with national and international
expertise). Through the project, support will
be
provided for local SMEs in the form
of automation services and solutions,
digitization services, access to legal and
tax advisory, e-commerce counselling,
education in the use and promotion of digital
services, etc.

„EU4Moldova: Startup City Cahul” is implemented by ATIC, with the financial assistance of
the European Union in partnership with Sweden.
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EU4BUSINESS: EBRD AND EU OFFER FUNDS FOR
BUSINESSES IN THE REPUBLIC OF MOLDOVA

The European Bank for Reconstruction and
Development (EBRD) and the European
Union are releasing new funds to support
micro, small and medium-sized enterprises
(MSMEs) in Moldova. A 15 million EUR EBRD
loan to Mobiasbanca - OTP Group will be
on-lent to local companies to upgrade their
processes and equipment and to advance
sound health and safety practices. At least
70 per cent of the loan is aimed at financing
investments in green technologies. For
successful investment projects, borrowers
are eligible to receive grant incentives and
technical assistance, funded by the EU
under its EU4Business initiative.
This support is part of the EU4BusinessEBRD credit line – a joint financing instrument
designed to boost the competitiveness of
local businesses and support their export
ambitions. Investments in high standards
and high-quality products will allow
businesses to compete more successfully
both on local and international markets.
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In addition to its presence in Moldova, the
EU4Business-EBRD credit line programme
is available in Georgia and Ukraine and has
recently been extended to cover the entire
Eastern Partnership region.
Support for SMEs remains at the core of EU
assistance provided to Moldova. Currently,
there are approximately 30 SME-focused
programmes under the EU4Business
initiative, financed or co-financed by the
European Union, providing financial support
(loans, grants and guarantee schemes) and
business advice (training, coaching and
international partner-matching schemes) or
a combination of both.
The EBRD is one of the largest institutional
investors in Moldova. To date, it has
invested around 1.4 billion EUR in more
than 143 projects in the country to support
private businesses and key infrastructure
and to build a greener and more sustainable
economy.
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WITH EUROPEAN UNION ASSISTANCE ENTREPRENEURS
FROM UNGHENI AND CAHUL REGIONS DEVELOP THEIR
BUSINESSES
A new grants programme of 700 000 EUR was launched
A new grants programme of 700 000 EUR, benefiting companies, start-ups, and social
entrepreneurship initiatives from Cahul and Ungheni regions was launched. The financial
assistance to develop the private sector in these two focal regions is provided by the European
Union, in the framework the EU4Moldova: Focal Regions Programme, financed by the EU and
implemented by UNDP and UNICEF.
26 companies from Ungheni and Cahul Focal Regions will benefit this year from grants of
15 000 - 30 000 EUR each. This is the second call for private sector’s financing, launched by
the EU4Moldova: Focal Regions Programme. The first round was conducted in 2020, when 28
enterprises, start-ups, and social entrepreneurship initiatives benefited from similar assistance.
The
financial
assistance may be
used to purchase
equipment,
goods,
works, and services
to
expand
the
business,
promote
models of circular
economy, create new
jobs, and increase
the attractiveness of
the key regions for
new
investments.
At the same time,
the awarded entities
will benefit from
mentorship, trainings,
and coaching to
foster entrepreneurial
culture.
The detailed contest
conditions and the
application
forms
are available on the webpages www.eu4cahul.md, www.eu4ungheni.md. The deadline for
submitting the applications was 15 June 2021, 17.00.
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The entrepreneurs from Ungheni and Cahul regions were able to apply for the following
categories:
Support and expansion of existing businesses
Grants of 30 000 EUR each, total number of beneficiaries: 12 (6 for Ungheni region & 6 for Cahul region)
Minimum requirements:

◊
◊
◊
◊

Economic entity registered in the Republic of Moldova;
Company with more than 3 years of activity, registered in Cahul or Ungheni regions (urban or rural area);
Mandatory monetary contribution of at least 10% of project total value;
No debts to the public budget.

Support for existing or newly created startups
Grants of 15 000 EUR or 25000 EUR each, total number of beneficiaries: 12 (6 for Ungheni region & 6
for Cahul region)
Minimum requirements:

◊ Economic entity registered in the Republic of Moldova;
◊ Company with more than 3 years of activity, registered in Cahul or Ungheni regions (urban or rural

area) or entrepreneur willing to launch/register a new business in the rural communities from Cahul or
Ungheni regions;

◊ Mandatory monetary contribution of at least 5% of project total value (for grants up to 15 000 EUR)
or 10% (for grants up to 25 000 EUR);

◊ No debts to the public budget.
Support for social entrepreneurship initiatives
Grants of 20 000 EUR each, total number of beneficiaries: 2 (1 for Ungheni & 1 for Cahul regions)
Minimum requirements:

◊ Group of individuals that will be registered as a legal entity by the time of the award as well as existing
company or entrepreneurs registered in Cahul or Ungheni districts having the mission to develop, fund
and implement solutions to social, cultural, or environmental issues, being either non-profit or blend
for-profit goals with generating a positive „return to society”;

◊ Mandatory monetary contribution of at least 5% of project total value.
State enterprises or companies established
by local governments, companies benefiting
from the 2020 edition of the grant programme
are not eligible for this contest.
This is the second call for grants dedicated
to entrepreneurs from Cahul and Ungheni
regions organized under EU4Moldova: Focal
Regions Programme. The third and last call
for private sector from the focal regions
will be launched in 2022. The total value of
grants for the business sector in the Cahul
and Ungheni regions awarded during 20202024 as part of the program is about €1.7
million.
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“EU4Moldova: Focal Regions” Programme
(2019-2024)
supports
smart,
green,
inclusive and sustainable social-economic
development in Cahul and Ungheni regions
to ensure better standards of living for
citizens. The Programme has a total
budget of 23 million EUR, is financed by the
European Union and implemented by the
United Nations Development Programme
(UNDP) and the United Nations Children’s
Fund (UNICEF).
More details about the activity of the
Programme in Cahul and Ungheni Regions
may be found on www.eu4cahul.md and
www.eu4ungheni.md
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EU4MOLDOVA: FOCAL REGIONS PROGRAMME
BENEFICIARIES - ECO-VILLAGE PENSION IN VĂLENI IS
EXPANDING

4 rustic cottages with the courtyards thematically arranged according to the occupations
of the peasants from Lunca Prutului de Jos, are under construction in Văleni. Thus, 24 new
accommodation places will be available in Văleni, nicknamed Satul Colinelor de Aur (Village
of Golden Hills). The extension of the boarding house is possible due to the grant of the
EU4Moldova Program: Focal Regions provided to the company „RUMIX STIL” S. R. L. within
the Current Companies category.
The 30 000 EUR, assistance from European funds, will be invested in the development of
the infrastructure of the extended boarding house: equipping of the complex with sewage
system, construction
of a pool and a sauna
with wooden tubs,
furnishing of 8 new
rooms,
purchase
of the necessary
equipment
for
adventure tourism
and natural treatment
facilities. Moreover,
the web page of the
boarding house www.
complexvaleni.com
will be upgraded.
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The expansion of the business will create 4 new jobs. Eco-Village Văleni is a local social
business, established in early 2014 in the southern area of the Republic of Moldova, aiming at
promoting the developing tourist region Văleni and the ecosystem of Lake Beleu, part of the
first UNESCO Biosphere Reserve” Lunca Prutul de Jos” of the Republic of Moldova. The main
sectors of activity are represented by rural tourism, cultural, wine and eco-tourism.

Rumix STIL SRL is one of the 28 beneficiaries of the grants program for business development
in Cahul and Ungheni regions.
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EU4MOLDOVA: FOCAL REGIONS PROGRAMME
BENEFICIARIES: ECO LAUNDRY FACILITIES IN UNGHENI

Cristina Scutaru launched a family business
in Ungheni 10 years ago. Unfloria provides
cleaning and laundry services for textile
items, including carpets, as well as sewing
services for home textiles. This year, Cristina
Scutaru benefits from a grant of 30 000 EUR
from European funds under the EU4moldova:
Focal Regions programme.

company will also install solar collectors that
will produce hot water from non-polluting
sources and reduce energy consumption. 4
new jobs were created, employing women
from rural areas.

With the money received in addition to own
contribution, Scutaru family will purchase an
automatic machine and related equipment
for cleaning the carpets. Thus, the company
will increase the quality and speed of
the services provided, ensuring a 30%
water consumption reduction during the
cleaning of carpets, as well as 20% energy
consumption reduction. In order to reduce
soil and groundwater pollution, the company
is using hypoallergenic, biodegradable
detergents composed of natural ingredients
and cleaning enzymes, which makes them
friendly to the skin and the environment. The
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EU4MOLDOVA: FOCAL REGIONS PROGRAMME
BENEFICIARIES: VEGETABLES GROWN IN CAHUL IN
ENVIRONMENTALLY FRIENDLY GREENHOUSES

Victor Voina is a native of Cahul who had been working for many years in Romania in the
agricultural sector. The experience gained in the neighbouring country motivated him to
establish a groceries-related business activity at home, in Roșu village from Cahul rayon.
The EU4Moldova: Focal Regions grant will help him expand the business. The 25 000 EUR,
added to his own contribution, are being invested in the construction of a greenhouse for the
vegetables cultivation, with a waste oil heating system.
The salad, green onions, dill, parsley, mint, arugula, basil grown by Voina family will be
commercialized to the regional HoReCa network, but they will also provide the pizzeria –
another family business - with fresh home-grown greens. The construction works are in full
swing; this year the first vegetables harvest being planned. The investment will help to create
4 jobs.
One of the innovative ideas for the
future is the cultivation of potted
vegetables, which will be obtained
by recycling used packaging and
taken from the partner places
(metal boxes from cans, plastic
packaging and other containers). In
turn, these pots with greenery will
be commercialized and offered as
a bonus to permanent customers.
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EU SUPPORT FOR CENTRES OF EXCELLENCE IN
HORTICULTURE, VITICULTURE AND WINEMAKING
New orchards and vineyards thanks to the
Fruit Garden of Moldova Project
The Centres of Excellence for Horticulture in
Țaul and for Viticulture and Winemaking in
Stăuceni drafted investment projects which
will be financed by the European Investment

Bank in the framework of the Fruit Garden
of Moldova Project. Part of these intended
investments is the grubbing up of old
orchards and vineyards and new plantations
that will be established according to the
latest standards.

Photo: Model of an orchard visited by colleges
in the Republic of Moldova (Photo: Christoph

The value of grubbing up and planting of
new orchards and vineyards is 156 000
EUR out of a total of 2.4 million EUR to be
invested into the two institutions over the
next years from EIB resources. At the Centre
of Excellence for horticulture in Țaul, 39
hectares of old orchards which were no
longer productive and overgrown with weeds
have been cleared. They will be replaced by
a new orchard of only 6 hectares with a very
wide range of fruit species such as apples,
plums, sweet and sour cherries, pears,

mulberries and blackcurrant. A total of 7 937
saplings will be procured for this orchard. At
the Centre of Excellence for viticulture and
winemaking in Stăuceni, a new vineyard to
be established on 2 hectares will replace
5 hectares of cleared vines. We are talking
about 8 080 cuttings to be planted. They
will include the following varieties: Cabernet
Sauvignon, Merlot, Rară Neagră, Fetească
Neagră, Codrinski Syrah, Kerner, Traminer
Rose, Bianca, Solaris, Legenda, Riton,
Chardonnay and Feteasca Regală.
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The orchards and vineyards are not meant
to produce for the market, but serve didactic
and demonstration purposes. They will
be established by using different planting
schemes offering the possibility to provide
practical vocational training. The plantations

will also provide to the institutions the
necessary raw materials for analysis and
processing. In this way, the demonstration
plots will serve the professional training for
the entire value chain from cultivating fruit
and grapes to processing.

Photo:Land ready for orchard establishment
after grubbing up, April 2021 (Photo: PIU)

The growing demand for high quality fruit,
grapes and wine, the geographical position
of both institutions and the availability of
financing through the intervention of the
European Investment Bank make it necessary
and also possible for the educational
institutions to offer quality training.

The Technical Assistance to the EIB Fruit
Garden of Moldova Project, implemented by
AFC Agriculture and Finance Consultants,
has provided all necessary technical
consultancy to shape the investments and
support all steps in the planning process.

Photo:Old or chards before grubbing up,
October 2020 (Photo: PIU)
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EIB PROJECT „FRUIT GARDEN OF MOLDOVA” SUPPORTS
MODERN TABLE GRAPE PRODUCTION IN COSTESTI,
IALOVENI DISTRICT
The table grape production sector is a promising one for the Republic of Moldova. Proof of
the development of this sector is the large number of beneficiaries who received financing
under the Livada Moldovei Project financed by the European Investment Bank. Out of the
total number of 189 beneficiaries financed in the period 2016-2020, about 34 are table grape
producers, and the total value of the financing was 5.2 million EUR. One of these beneficiaries
is the company DELACOS-GRUP SRL, from Costești village, Ialoveni district, managed by Mrs.
Olesea Mereacre.

Photo: The Pergola system has become
a model for Moldovan table grape growers

The Mereacre family (Ion and Olesea
Mereacre) has been active for more than
10 years in the field of growing table grapes
and fruits (plums, apricots and cherries),
accumulating extensive experience in
this production segment. The company
processes a total of about 41 ha of
agricultural land, planted with table grapes
(23 ha), plums (4 ha), apricots (7 ha) and
cherries (7 ha).

In 2020, the company decided to modernise
the table grapes plantation by applying the
Pergola system, which gives a higher yield,
but also reduces the risks of frost and
drought. The need to switch to the Pergola
type production system was caused by
the recent increase of incidences of spring
frosts and drought spells.
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With the support of “Alternative Internaționale de Dezvoltare”, one of the business
development service providers contracted by the Technical Assistance to the Fruit Garden
of Moldova Project, the business plan was developed to attract financial resources provided
by the European Investment Bank. The partner bank in the case of Olesea Mereacre was
Moldova-Agroindbank, through which a loan in the amount of over 490 000 EUR was
obtained for a period of 8 years.
The loan was used for investments in the
support system such as concrete pillars,
accessories and galvanised wire. At
the same time, the irrigation system for
the Pergola vineyard was installed. The
water source for the basin is captured
precipitation as well as water from the
Botna river which is 2 km away. From the
loan amount, also a tractor for vineyards
and orchards was purchased and the works
for the construction of a power line to the
plantation were executed (with a length of
about 1 km). The total investments will be
completed by the autumn of 2021, when
the construction of a basin for capturing
and storing water for irrigation will be
finished.

The beneficiary said that the EIB financed
loan came at the right time, resulting from
the company’s need to adapt to market
requirements as well as to be prepared for
the climate changes increasingly visible
from year to year.
In this context, we can mention that at
the end of August 2021 a study visit to
Germany is planned for Moldovan table
grape producers, during which they will
interact with OGA OGV, one of the largest
fruit distributors in Germany. The study
visit is organized by the Association of
Fruit Producers and Exporters „Moldova
Fruct” with the support of the Technical
Assistance Project for the Fruit Garden of
Moldova Project.

Photo: Olesea Mereacre uses
a modern orchard tractor
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EU4YOUTH: EXPERIENCE SHARING ON THE BEST LEGAL
PRACTICES AND SUPPORT PROGRAMMES FOR SOCIAL
ENTREPRENEURS
The International Conference „Best legal
practices and support programmes for
social entrepreneurs in Moldova and
Ukraine” took place on 12 May 2021, in Kiev.
The event was organized in a mixed format,
within the project „EU4Youth - Unlocking the
potential of young social entrepreneurs in
Moldova and Ukraine.”
The event gathered on Zoom about
130 participants from the Republic of
Moldova, Ukraine, Canada, United States
of America, Turkey and Nepal. In addition,
the conference was broadcasted live for 7
hours on Facebook.
During the conference, experts and
participants discussed the development of
social entrepreneurship in both countries,
its impact and roles in solving social
problems and contributing to social
inclusion. Moreover, legal issues and best
practices for supporting the social business
developed by both government and nongovernmental sectors in the two countries
were presented.

Finally, the key goals were achieved - social
entrepreneurs, experts and government
officials shared best practices in the field
of social entrepreneurship and provided an
overview of possible ways to develop social
entrepreneurship in the future.
The EUnlocking project contributes to
stimulating the social entrepreneurship
potential of young people in Moldova
and Ukraine by creating a favourable
ecosystem for social enterprises, as well
as by inspiring and assisting more young
social entrepreneurs in developing and
supporting their innovative solutions for
promoting social inclusion and sustainable
environment in both countries.
The project is funded by the European
Union through the EU4Youth programme.
The project is implemented by GustavStresemann E.V Institute (GSI) (Germany),
AXA Management Consulting (Moldova),
Eco-RAZENI Association (Moldova), Egalite
International (Ukraine), Contact Center
(Moldova) and NGO ProNGO! e.v. (Germany).
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EU TWINNING PROJECT SUPPORTING THE
IMPLEMENTATION OF VET STRATEGY 2013-2020 OF THE
REPUBLIC OF MOLDOVA ENDS ITS ACTIVITY
EU Twinning Project “Enhancing quality and
effectiveness of VET system in Republic of
Moldova” ended in May 2021, after a two
years of implementation March 2019 – May
2021. The project was implemented by a
team which brought together experts from
Finland, Estonia and Lithuania. The Project
supported the Ministry of Education, Culture
and Research in further implementation
of VET Strategy 2013-2020 by improving
capacity of key stakeholders to assure quality
and modernization of VET system in Moldova.
Strengthening the institutional and operational
capacities and staff competences from the
National Agency for Quality Assurance in
Education and Research (ANACEC) was

one of the main focuses of the Project. In
this sense the ANACEC was supported to
organize the self-assessment process, based
on ESG requirements and to put down a selfassessment report for becoming a member
of ENQA. A mock interview that simulates
the process of ANACEC defense procedure
in front of ENQA panel was organized at
the end of the project. The advantages for
Moldova education system related to this
fact are very important, since in this way the
diplomas and qualification certificates issued
by Moldova education system are going to
be acknowledged in EU. This, at its turn, will
facilitate the academic and labor mobility and
will facilitate to European integration.

Source: Revisesociology.com
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Supporting the further implementation
of National Qualifications Framework
of the Republic of Moldova was other
focus of Twinning Project. NQF is closely
linked to the ANACEC activity, since
all the verification during accreditation
of education programs are based on
Qualification Standards that are part of
NQF. The standards should meet the
requirement of labor market and lead to
the development of needed professional
competences. A huge work was run within
the working group assigned by the MoECR
and Twinning Excerpts from Lithuania and
Estonia in order to develop the concept
and the vision for future development of
NQF and National Qualification System in
Moldova.
The promotion of lifelong learning in the
context of permanent changing labor
market demands is one of the priorities
of MoECR. Validation of competences
acquired in non-formal and informal
environment, development of concept for
lifelong learning promotion campaign and
sharing the innovative ways of learning was

part of project activities. Representatives
of 15 Centers for continuous education for
teachers and VET Centers of Excellence
learned from Finnish and Estonian
colleagues how to organize the education
process where teachers are more mentors
and coaches, than authorities that
disseminate information.
With the support of Finnish experts a
website www.iptdigital.md was developed
as a repository for digital learning
materials for teachers and students from
VET system. Digital competences of VET
teachers from Centers of Excellence were
strengthened during the project lifetime
with the idea that they are becoming
disseminators of information across the
whole network of VET institutions.
The Project was organized in a way that
the activities started would continue and
would support the further modernization
of VET system and improvement of
education quality.

The Project’s closing event may be watched on the following link:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=x2EkY9yysig

NEWSLETTER OF THE DELEGATION OF THE EUROPEAN UNION
TO THE REPUBLIC OF MOLDOVA |

MARCH - MAY 2021

69

ENERGY AND
ENVIRONMENT
MORE THAN 10 000 „HAPPY” BOTTLE CAPS HAVE
BEEN RECYCLED
A contest launched for students from Cantemir extended to the localities of the district,
and even to Chisinau. This is the „Happy” Caps competition, initiated with the support of
the European Union, which took place between March and May 2021. The contest was
open to all interested parties, who had to comply with several conditions. First, collect
separately the caps – plastic type 2 and 5 - from water, juice or other beverages. Also,
before putting it aside, each cap had to be checked (washed) to be clean, without traces
of food, grease or dirt.
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All the covers were collected together, and a few volunteers dared to count them. There
were over 10 000! The collected caps were handed over for recycling in Chisinau, in the
experimental laboratory of PET - Youth for Eco Plastic. Thus, various household items will
be made from the caps. All participants understood that a separately collected plastic cap
means less waste in nature, saving the lives of animals and plants. Another lesson was
that plastic is not garbage, but a precious material, if collected separately and recycled!

In June, during a festive ceremony dedicated to Energy Day, the most active participants
are to be awarded with diplomas and awards from the EU project „Strengthening local
capacity to implement the strategy for sustainable energy in the city. Cantemir (CCLISED).”
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EUROPEAN SOLUTIONS TO REDUCE COSTS FOR THE
ELECTRICITY BILL IN FEȘTELIȚA
Feștelița village, with the financial support of the European Union and co-financing from the
Energy Efficiency Agency (Moldova), has initiated the process of producing its own electricity
from renewable sources, the aim being to reduce local dependence on imported national
energy sources and CO2 emissions in atmosphere, but also the cost of electricity bills at local
public institutions.

The first source, which generates
electricity, is the photovoltaic park,
already operational and the only one
in the Republic of Moldova managed
by a local public authority. It was built
on a plot of land, previously used as
unauthorized landfill, liquidated by the
villagers themselves. It covers an area
of 1ha where 1 000 PV panels of 400 W
each are mounted, with the possibility
of expansion. The expected energy
production of the 312kW photovoltaic
installation is about 341 262 kWh
alternating current per year.
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Another source of electricity supply in Feștelița village are the on-grid photovoltaic systems, installed
on three local public institutions: the “Vasile Moga” gymnasium, the “Voinicel” kindergarten and the
Feștelița town hall, with a total power of 38 kW, and the product of estimated electricity being about
47 678 kWh /year.

The photovoltaic park, as well as the
on-grid panels installed at Feștelița are
supplied with the energy of solar radiation,
because sunlight can be converted directly
into electricity. Both photovoltaic systems
are connected to the electricity grid and
have the possibility to deliver the power
into the grid.
In the case of the photovoltaic park, the
delivery of energy for a fee in the national
supplier’s network will bring a substantial
income to the local budget. Minimum
profit of 615 000 lei is expected, money
needed by the village to solve other
pressing community problems.
The electricity produced by on-grid
photovoltaic system is consumed directly
by the three public institutions and will
cover about 90 % of their need, and in case
of a surplus of generated electricity, it is
supplied in the central network and can
be sold or compensated by the energy
provider in subsequent invoices, thus
reducing their value by about 98 000 lei/

year savings in the local budget.
These installation systems will also
contribute to the reduction of CO2
emissions into the atmosphere by about
150 tons per year, a key objective of the
project and the locality.
For a clearer visibility of the results and
benefits obtained from the use of these
modern equipment producing electricity
from renewable sources, it is important to
constantly monitor the whole process. For
this purpose, the Centre of Excellence in
Energy Efficiency was created inside the
town hall, equipped with high-performance
monitoring equipment, which records and
displays on a screen all the data regarding
the performance of the installations,
the final energy product, consumption,
savings and environmental benefits. Any
inhabitant of the village or other persons,
interested in the experience of Feștelița
locality in the field of energy efficiency, can
consult these monitoring data.
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These two types of photovoltaic systems installed in Feştelița, are part of the project „Creation of
excellence center through piloting demonstrative new energy efficiency technologies and renewable
energy sources in Festelita community,” financially supported by the European Union through the
EU program „Convention Mayors - Demonstration Projects” (CoM-DeP).

Their use paved the basis for a thorough security of energy supply of the locality and the
generation of income in the local budget from renewable sources, contributed to reducing
environmental pollution and preventing climate change, but also to improving living conditions,
education, work of community residents.

74

NEWSLETTER OF THE DELEGATION OF THE EUROPEAN UNION
TO THE REPUBLIC OF MOLDOVA |

MARCH - MAY 2021

IMPROVED PUBLIC INFRASTRUCTURE FOR
COMMUNITIES FROM UNGHENI AND CAHUL REGIONS
WITH EUROPEAN UNION’S SUPPORT
1 779 000 EUR financial assistance is provided to rural and urban communities from the focal regions

Photo: New water supply system
construction works in Ungheni

On 29 April 2021, the EU4Moldova: Focal
Regions Programme launched the call
for financing community infrastructure
development projects for utilities and local
public service provision in urban and rural
communities from Cahul and Ungheni, with
European Union’s assistance.
Communities or community groups from the
focal regions will benefit this year from grant
assistance for a maximum value of 200 000
EUR each, allocated from European funds.
Local public authorities (LPAs) of the first
level from Cahul and Ungheni districts may be
applicants for the respecting financing. The
project proposals should meet the following
eligibility criteria:

◊ to be submitted by LPA/or group of LPA of
the I level from Cahul and Ungheni districts;
◊ to be in line with the financing eligible areas
and to derive from strategic local development
documents;
◊ to ensure the compulsory financial
contribution of at least 20% from the total
budget of the project;
◊ minimum 90% of the budget to be invested in
performing construction works or equipment
procurement;
◊ at least 90% of the final beneficiaries to be
inhabitants from communities of Ungheni and
Cahul districts;
◊ project implementation period should be of
maximum 24 months since the signature of
the financing agreement.
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The contest participants meeting all eligibility criteria shall be admitted to the next evaluation
stage. The detailed conditions of the contest and the Application Guide may be accessed on
the web pages: www.eu4cahul.md and www.eu4ungheni.md

Financing proposals will cover the following areas/sectors:
◊ local roads’ infrastructure (rehabilitation and modernisation);
◊ water and sewerage supply systems;
◊ energy efficiency;
◊ solid waste management;
◊ local space planning and development;
◊ public utility infrastructure;
◊ urban/rural infrastructure.
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The project proposals may be submitted by LPAs individually or as a group of LPAs. The Local
Public Authority may submit, as the main applicant, only one single project for financing. There
are no limits for LPAs to participate as partner applicant, conditioned that they may secure the
necessary operational and financial capacities to implement the selected projects.
The call for financing will prioritize rural-rural or urban-rural inter-municipal cooperation initiatives,
as well as interventions based on local economic development.
The best project proposals will be identified based on transparent and competitive evaluation
and selection procedures. The evaluation commission will select project proposals based on
the evaluation procedures and criteria, which subsequently will be submitted for approval to
programme’s coordination local councils.
The detailed participation conditions, the application guide and the evaluation criteria may be
accessed here: https://sc.undp.md/tnddetails2_1/2262/
The EU4Moldova: Focal Regions Programme organised on the 6 May online information sessions
dedicated to the call for financing for mayoralties in Ungheni and for mayoralties in Cahul. The
contest participation files deadline was 16 June 2021.
More details about the activities of the Programme in Cahul and Ungheni regions may be found at
www.eu4cahul.md and www.eu4ungheni.md
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NEW TROLLEYBUSES HIT THE ROAD IN BALTI WITH THE
EU SUPPORT
◊ New, greener fleet reaches
remote areas and helps reduce air
pollution;
◊ Acquisition funded by EBRD
loan and multi-donor E5P grant, to
which the EU is the largest donor;
◊ Balti working to improve urban
environment
and
residents’
comfort as part of the EBRD Green
Cities programme.
Commuters in Balti, Moldova’s
second-largest city, can now
travel on 11 new trolleybuses
financed by the European Bank for
Reconstruction and Development
(EBRD) and the Eastern Europe
Energy Efficiency and Environment
Partnership (E5P) Fund. In the
Republic of Moldova, the fund is
supported by the European Union,
the largest donor, as well as the
Czech Republic, Denmark, Estonia, Finland, Germany, Lithuania, Moldova, Norway, Poland,
Romania, the Slovak Republic and Sweden, the fund’s initiator and largest bilateral donor.
The municipal trolleybus company of Balti has received a 2.5 million EUR as an EBRD loan
and a 1.2 million EUR grant from the E5P, to promote greener public transport.
The new vehicles, supplied by the Ukraine-based company Torhovyi Dim Litan, welcomed
their first passengers in May 2021. They operate on electricity and use batteries, which allow
them to circulate in remote areas without using overhead wires.
With the new vehicles, the city has expanded existing routes to serve remote, yet densely
populated areas and has improved the overall efficiency of the service.
The acquisition is part of EBRD Green Cities, an urban sustainability programme that is helping
Balti develop an action plan to identify, prioritise and address environmental challenges.
The initiative aims to create a greener future for cities and their inhabitants by investing in
infrastructure and adopting the best policies for long-term environmental gains. At the same
time, with new vehicles, residents of Balti will benefit from modern standards of passenger
comfort in public transport.
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The new EBRD and E5P funds follow a successful renewal of the Balti trolleybus fleet between 2012
and 2014. During that period, the city bought 23 modern trolleybuses, spare parts, power-supply
infrastructure components and other equipment. That comprehensive upgrade was financed by an
EBRD loan of 3 million EUR and a 1.6 million EUR investment grant from the European Union.
The E5P is a 243 million EUR multi-donor fund initiated by Sweden and operating in the whole
Eastern Partnership region. The E5P Fund in Moldova totals 28 million EUR and includes a 1 million
EUR contribution from Moldova. The EU is the largest overall contributor, with 18.75 million EUR.
Other donors include the Czech Republic, Denmark, Estonia, Finland, Germany, Lithuania, Norway,
Poland, Romania, the Slovak Republic and Sweden. The funds are to help the Republic of Moldova
improve energy efficiency, contributing to energy security, economic competitiveness and policy
dialogue, while having a positive impact on the environment.
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NEW SEWAGE SYSTEM IS BEING BUILT IN THE
MUNICIPALITY OF UNGHENI WITH THE EU SUPPORT

A sewage network on a stretch of more
than 2 370 meters is under construction in a
sector from the centre of the town, that has
so far lacked such services. 131 households
and 11 economic operators will benefit from
the modern waste water disposal network.
The works are in full swing. More than 70
beneficiaries have already been connected
to the urban wastewater collection network.
In total, more than 14 000 people will have
access to the public sewage system due to
European Union financial assistance under
the EU4Moldova: focal regions program.

The pumping station will digitally send
the information to the central dispatch,
providing live data on the amount of
wastewater, network damage, voltage
deviations, disconnection of electricity, etc.
EU investment: 4 799 000 lei.
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INNOVATIVE HEATING SUPPLY SYSTEM IN CANTEMIR
WITH EU SUPPORT
With the support of the European Union,
the works regarding the establishment of
the future Biomass Thermal Power Plant,
which will represent an innovative thermal
energy supply system in Cantemir city, are
in full process. The new biomass-based
thermal complex will ensure considerable
savings in natural gas consumption and will
significantly reduce CO2 emissions.

Also, local biomass will be used - wood
chips from wood cleaning obtained from
the green spaces in the city, from orchards
and vineyards near Cantemir.

Currently, have been completed the
construction works of the concrete
foundation, while the installation of the
exterior constructions and the equipment
of the Thermal Power Plant is underway.
The main elements of the future plant are:
biomass boiler, automatic fuelling system
and biomass fuel storage.

The CanTREB project is carried out by
Cantemir City Hall, in partnership with
the Alliance for Energy Efficiency and
Renewables (AEER), with the financial
support of the European Union, within
the Program „Covenant of Mayors Demonstration Projects.” The project
provides thermal rehabilitation of 4
educational buildings, through a complex
of energy efficiency measures, such as
thermal insulation of buildings, installation
of individual thermal points, replacement
of old LED internal lighting systems,
installation of biomass heating plant, etc.

The existing natural gas thermal power
plant in Cantemir, which currently supplies
2 educational institutions with thermal
energy, will not be taken out of operation,
but it will operate in a complementary way
to the new biomass thermal power plant.

The diversification of energy sources, which
is ensured by the establishment of the
biomass plant, is a key element of the EUfunded demonstration project in Cantemir.
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ENABLING YOUNG CITIZENS IN CANTEMIR TO BECOME
RESPONSIBLE ENERGY CONSUMERS
For the first time, students from the High School and the Gymnasium from Cantemir took part in
lessons on energy management. After the theoretical part in class, they put on special vests and
started the practical part directly in front of the meters.

Together with the energy manager of the
Cantemir District Council, they visited the
measurement points of electricity, heat and
domestic hot water.
During the practical lesson, students
learned to „read” the meters, analyse the bill
for consumed energy, draw attention to the
payment for electricity.
They also visited the facilities built under
the EU project „Covenant of Mayors.
Demonstration Projects” - the individual
thermal points, which are located in
the basement of each institution. This
experience was unique for them, especially
since they had never been to the basement.
Students also learned about green
energy – solar one - which is generated
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by their educational institutions, thanks
to photovoltaic panels installed with the
support of a GEF SGP project. The young
people analysed the data on the screens
installed in the halls, which display in real
time the generated energy and the benefits
from CO2 reductions produced by this
installation.
Mr. Valeriu Gandrabur, energy manager from
Cantemir, told them about the profession of
energy manager, gave recommendations on
methods of data monitoring and analyses
of energy consumption.
The students said enthusiastically that
they would keep online journals and do
the homework to become responsible
consumers.
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NGO Alliance for Energy Efficiency and
Renewables is the beneficiary of the Local
Grants Program of the European Union and
implements the project “Strengthening local
capacities for the implementation of the
strategy for sustainable energy in the Cantemir
(CCLISED)”, in partnership with the Centre for
Educational and Community Development
CDEC. The local grant program is launched on
the basis of the Single EU Support Framework,
granted to the Republic of Moldova (20172020) under the European Neighbourhood
Instrument, through the

project „Empowering the citizens of the
Republic of Moldova” (2019-2021), funded
by European Union and implemented by the
German Agency for International Cooperation
(GIZ). The project partner for the Southern
Region is the Regional Centre for Assistance
and Information for Non-Governmental
Organizations „CONTACT-Cahul”.
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EU4CLIMATE: GREENHOUSE GAS EMISSIONS GENERATED
BY WASTE ARE THREE TIMES HIGHER IN THE REPUBLIC
OF MOLDOVA THAN GLOBALLY, THIS SECTOR DEMANDS
URGENT INTERVENTION

Improper waste management is more
acute in the Republic of Moldova,
this sector generating about 10.7%
of greenhouse gas emissions (GHG),
compared with global average, of approx.
3%. More, the effects of climate change in
the waste management sector may harm
other sectors, in particular agriculture,
water resources and health, and less
directly energy, transport, or forestry.
Thus, according to the National
Determined Contribution (NDC) to the
Paris Agreement, the Republic of Moldova
aims to reduce GHG emissions from the
waste sector by 14% by 2030, according
to the unconditional scenario, and the
conditional scenario plans to reduce 18%
of GHGs generated by this sector.
GHG inventory in the waste sector,
solutions to mitigate emissions, climate
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change adaptation and best practices
in the field were presented to civil
servants and decision-makers in public
institutions, as well as to representatives
of the private sector and civil society in
a practical workshop during three days,
organized by the EU4Climate Project,
funded by the European Union and
implemented by UNDP. At the same time,
a guide developed within the project for
the integration of climate change in waste
management policy was presented.
According to EU4Climate experts, the
sector has the potential to achieve 1520% GES reductions by implementing
measures to recycle and recover the
material and energy value of waste. These
can be achieved by actively applying
the principle of „waste hierarchy” and
transposing European circular economy
directives into national legislation.
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Research indicates significant mitigations
are possible in the efficient use of material
and energy resources that has an impact on
the entire process of creating added value
of products. Of all emissions generated
globally, half are related to production and
can be reduced by 30% through circular
economy measures.
The circular economy is a concept with a
major impact on the economy, which similar
to that of Climate Change is gradually
integrated into all economic sectors and
transforms the economy from the ground up.
This year’s European Green Deal highlights
circular economy solutions alongside
those aimed at combating climate change.
The main circular economy strategies are
based on 1) Eliminating product demand or
preventing waste generation; 2) Reducing
the use of resources; 3) Replacement of
materials (eg. electricity from renewable
sources); 4) Reintroduction into the same
production flow; 5) Use in a different flow;
6) Recovery of valuable items (e.g. energy
recovery from waste, compost, etc.); and
7) Returning to an environmentally friendly
state (treatment or disposal of waste).

According to the Waste Management
Strategy for 2013-2027, 7 solid waste landfills,
34 transfer stations and two mechanical and
biological treatment plants in Chisinau and
Balti are to be built in Moldova. Currently,
only between 60 and 90% of municipal
household waste is covered by specialized
waste collection services, while in most rural
localities it is dumped without authorization.
With a total budget of 8.8 million EUR, the
EU4Climate Project runs from 2019-2022 and
has the following components: (i) updating
the National Contributions Determined to
the Paris Agreement; (ii) developing national
low-emission development strategies by
2050; (iii) introducing and strengthening the
framework for monitoring, reporting and
verifying greenhouse gas emissions; (iv)
alignment with the acquis communautaire in
the field of climate; (v) integrating the climate
dimension into sectoral policy documents,
raising awareness and developing sectoral
guidelines for the implementation of the
Paris Agreement; (vi) attracting investment
in climate change; (vii) better planning for
adaptation to climate change.
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THE EU4ENVIRONMENT SUPPORT FOR THE
APPLICATION OF STRATEGIC ENVIRONMENTAL
ASSESSMENT IN THE REPUBLIC OF MOLDOVA
Is the Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) procedure in Moldova efficient? The current
state and opportunities in the domain were presented at the second Awareness raising workshop
on Strategic Environmental Assessment application in the Republic of Moldova, organised
within EU4Environment. The event was organised on 23 April 2021.
The main objectives
of
the
workshop
were to promote the
application of SEA in
Moldova in line with
the requirements of
the UNECE Protocol
on SEA, EU SEA
Directive and the
national legislation on
SEA; support relevant
national authorities
by raising awareness
about the benefits
of SEA, including as
a tool for making
post-COVID-19
economic
recovery
initiatives green and
sustainable; facilitate the engagement of key stakeholders in the process of refining
Moldova’s national SEA system; and take stock of the already existing experience and
capacity for SEA application in Moldova as well as of the needs in this area.
This workshop was the second event organized by UN ECE in Moldova in partnership with
the Ministry of Agriculture, Regional Development and Environment under the SEA and
transboundary EIA component of EU4Environment to promote the application of SEA in
accordance with the national legislation and support relevant national authorities by raising
awareness about benefits of SEA, relevant procedures and roles and responsibilities in the
implementation of SEA procedures.
The event was attended by Mr Gintautas Baranauskas, First Secretary, Deputy Head of
Operations Section, the Delegation of the European Union to the Republic of Moldova, Mr.
Leonid Kalashnyk, Environmental Affairs Officer, EU4Environment Project Manager in UN
ECE, representatives of the Ministry of Agriculture Regional Development and Environment
(MARDE), Environmental Agency, Ministry of Economy and Infrastructure, other ministries
and governmental agencies, academic sector and civil society environmental organisations
(PA EcoContact).
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EU4ENVIRONMENT: PROMOTION OF SUSTAINABLE
PUBLIC PROCUREMENT IN THE REPUBLIC OF MOLDOVA
Under the EU-funded “EU4Environment” programme, the United Nations Environment
Programme (UNEP) aims to strengthen the capacity of the Republic of Moldova on
sustainable public procurement. This will be achieved through the provision of technical
assistance, advisory services and capacity development/trainings to policy makers,
procurement practitioners, businesses and business associations, as well as NGOs and
other stakeholders.

Public procurement, which represents up to 20 per cent of GDP in Eastern European and
Caucasus countries, offers a largely untapped opportunity to drive businesses and domestic
markets towards innovation and increased sustainability. Shifting that spending towards more
sustainable goods and services can generate positive social, environmental and economic
results such as poverty reduction, improved equity, reduced GHG emissions and increased
energy and resource efficiency. Sustainable Public Procurement (SPP) is thus emerging as
a key policy instrument to support sustainable development and leverage an inclusive green
economy transition.
Within the webinar from 21 May were presented the key findings of the progress assessment
on SPP promotion in the Republic of Moldova since completion of the EaP GREEN project in
2017; presented and discuss the recommendations on next steps of SPP promotion in the
framework of the EU4Environment; presented and discuss the draft Governmental Decree on
implementation of SPP in the Republic of Moldova.
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EUROPE DAY AND ENERGY DAY MARKED TOGETHER IN
THE LOCALITIES OF STRĂȘENI

Three signatories of the Covenant
of Mayors for Climate and Energy Strășeni, Vorniceni and Lozova localities celebrated Europe Day and Energy Day on
bicycles, as part of the „EcoEnergy” Velo
Marathon.
The participants - over 180 citizens in
all three localities – showed this way
their gratitude to the European Union for
supporting the greening of the cities and
villages. In each locality, at the opening of
the marathon a discussion was oganised
about the environmental values respected
in Europe, including sustainable energy
and a clean environment. The starting and
ending points were close to the building
rehabilitated energetically with the
support of the EU and other development
partners.
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The oldest participant was Mrs. Liuba
Șoitu from Lozova, almost 67 years old,
local activist, folk craftsmaker and expert
in medicinal plants. The youngest heroine
was Nastasia from Vorniceni, only 3 years
old - she rode in a chair attached to her
mother’s bicycle, with her sister nearby.
The „Eco Energy” Velo Marathon,
organized
consecutively
in
three
localities signatory of the European
initiative Covenant of Mayors, was in its
first edition and was organized by local
authorities in Strășeni, Vorniceni and
Lozova, the Association of Journalists for
Environmental and Ecological Tourism, in
partnership with Covenant of Mayors on
Climate and Energy, with the support of
the Local Grants Program of the European
Union.
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The Covenant of Mayors currently has 68
signatories in the Republic of Moldova. It is
an initiative of the European Union, which
brings together local governments that
voluntarily commit themselves to achieving
and even exceeding the EU’s climate and
energy goals.
The Association of Journalists for
Environment and Ecological Tourism from
Republic of Moldova is the beneficiary of
the Local Grants Program of the European
Union (EU) and implements the project
„Accountability through information” in
Strășeni district.

The Local Grants Program is launched on the
basis of the Single EU Support Framework for
the Republic of Moldova (2017-2020) under
the European Neighbourhood Instrument,
through the project „Empowering Citizens
of the Republic of Moldova” (2019-2021),
funded by European Union and implemented
by the German Agency for International
Cooperation (GIZ). The project partner for
increasing the potential of visibility and
involvement of citizens is the Independent
Press Association (API).
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GIVE UP ON PLASTIC, CHOOSE ECO!

In the context of Europe Day, a group of volunteers from the Cantemir urged citizens to replace
the plastic bag with the cotton bag. For the action with the slogan „Give up on plastic, choose
Eco!”, young people chose a Sunday and went to the market region of Cantemir. Volunteers
approached people who had a plastic bag and offered to put all the products in the cotton
bag, which they donated. All the
participants in the „experiment”
gladly gave up the plastic bag, after
young people explained to them that
the use of the cotton bag / peat is a
sign of concern for the environment
and a way to reduce plastic pollution.
The activity was part of the EUfunded project “Strengthening local
capacities to implement the strategy
for sustainable energy in the town
Cantemir (CCLISED).”
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ECOLOGIC OF THE FUTURE – STUDENTS’ ENGAGEMENT
FOR A HEALTHIER ENVIRONMENT

The last game of the Intellectual Games
Championship took place in Congaz on
21 May. The event was organised within
the project „EcoLogic of the Future”,
implemented by CSO „Association of
Intellectual Games in the Republic of
Moldova”, EU grant beneficiary within
the project “Citizens empowerment in
the Republic of Moldova”. The pupils
from 17 educational institutions in ATU
Gagauzia competed in the championship,
and the best 12 teams representing 10
educational institutions from 6 localities
of ATU Ggauzia participated in its final
game. The grand prizes consisted in full
equipment of the biology classroom.

Since September 2020, the Association
of Intellectual Games in the Republic
of Moldova has organized interactive
activities for pupils. Over 300 girls and
boys aged 14 to 16 actively participated
and competed in two types of activities
– paper waste collection and intellectual
games on environmental protection,
water supply and sanitation, solid waste
management, energy efficiency.
Within the paper waste collection contest,
51 690 kg of waste was collected, and
88 873 lei were obtained through their
recycling. With these funds, over 1 500
tree seedlings were purchased, which the
students planted in their localities during
a joint event on 9 April.
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According to the results of the paper waste
collection activity and each stage of the
intellectual games, the teams obtained
points, and during the final game the winning
teams were identified. Three teams have
been awarded and three schools which will
have biology classrooms equipped are:
◊ Theoretical high school „Gavril Gaidarji”,
Comrat municipality;
◊ Theoretical high school „S.I. Baranovchi”,
Copceac village; Ceadir-Lunga raion;
◊ Theoretical high school „S.P. Economova”,
Etulia village, Vulcănești raion.
The project „EcoLogic of the Future” is
implemented by the AO „Association
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of intellectual games in the Republic of
Moldova” in partnership with the General
Directorate of Education of ATU Gagauzia,
within the Local Grants Program of the
European Union.
The Local Grants Programme is launched on
the basis of the Single Support Framework
for European Union (EU) support to
Moldova (2017-2020) within the European
Neighbourhood Instrument through the
Action „Citizens’ Empowerment in the
Republic of Moldova” (2019 -2021) and
implemented by the German Development
Cooperation through GIZ. The project
partners for the ATU Gagauzia development
region are AO European Center „Pro-Europe”
in Comrat and CONTACT Centre.
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EU GREEN WEEK 2021 - “ZERO POLLUTION – FOR
HEALTHIER PEOPLE AND PLANET” - MARKED IN THE
REPUBLIC OF MOLDOVA
On 31 May 2021, the Delegation of the
European Union to the Republic of Moldova
launched the European Green Week 2021
Campaign under the theme “Zero Pollution
for Healthier People and Planet.”
From 31 May to 5 June, the EU Green Week
2021 information campaign addressing
children, youth and general public aimed
to highlight and focus on the importance
of the environment and the responsibility
that each of us is bearing for humanity’s
health and future. European Green Week
information campaign covered a series of
awareness raising activities, demonstrating
success stories and best practices to
decrease pollution and promote green
economic development in the Republic of
Moldova under EU Assistance programmes
and projects, as well as other activities
through online platforms and media. The
campaign was concluded by marking the
World Environment Day which is celebrated
annually on 5 June 2021.
In 2021, the theme of the EU Green Week
is “Zero Pollution for Healthier People and
Planet” – a concern that is both urgent
and existential. Pollution affects everybody
– through the air we breathe, the water
we drink or the land we grow our food on.
It is the largest environmental cause of
multiple mental and physical diseases, and
of premature deaths, especially among
children, people with certain medical
conditions and the elderly. But pollution
does not affect everybody equally. People
who live in more deprived areas very often
live close to contaminated sites or in areas
where there is a very high flow of traffic.
Pollution is also one of the main reasons for

the loss of biodiversity. It reduces the ability
of ecosystems to provide services such as
carbon sequestration and decontamination.
World Environment Day is the most renowned
day for environmental action. Since 1974,
it has been celebrated every year on 5
June, engaging governments, businesses,
celebrities and citizens to focus their efforts
on a pressing environmental issue.
The EU is a global leader in environmental
protection. Environment also represents
one of the key priority areas of EU support in
the Republic of Moldova. Within last years a
number of measures have been undertaken
in the country with the aim of implementing
legislation and relevant policy documents,
in line with modern standards and the EUMoldova Association Agreement (AA)
requirements.
The EU Assistance in the Republic of
Moldova has been working on the unlocking
opportunities for greener growth, improving
waste management and water infrastructure,
and setting mechanisms to better manage
environmental risks and impacts within
EU4Environment and EU4Climate regional
projects, as well as through initiative under
specific environment and energy efficiency
related projects.

To follow the EU Green Week
activities, please visit:

The message of the EU Ambassador on the
occasion of EU Green Week 2021 could be
viewed here:

https://www.facebook.com/EUDelegationMoldova

Romanian version: https://bit.ly/2TGLUJv
Russian version: https://bit.ly/3vSRDtZ

https://eu4moldova.eu/eu-green-week-2021/
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RESILIENT DIGITAL
TRANSFORMATION
EUROPEAN UNION WILL SUPPORT CREATION OF DIGITAL
LABORATORIES IN 9 HIGH SCHOOLS IN THE CAHUL
RAYON
State-of-the-art digital equipment, content adapted to current requirements and
modernized learning spaces - are some of the benefits that 9 high schools in the Cahul
region will enjoy. Within the project „EU4Moldova: Startup City Cahul” will be created
several fully equipped digital laboratories, which in the current academic year will be used
by about 3 000 students and teachers from the institutions connected to the program
„Tekwill in Every School”.
The initiative aims to create more opportunities for the local community to prepare a
generation of future specialists to meet the requirements of the current labour market
and to practice in the region, at home.
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The COVID - 19 pandemic further accentuated the need to improve digital skills in school education.
Conducting online lessons requires increased skills for education to continue its natural course. It
would not have been a problem if both students and teachers had the necessary equipment, training,
but also quality internet connection.
Tatiana Buciuceanu, director of the „Alexei Mateevici” Theoretical High School, Alexandru
Ioan Cuza village, Cahul district: „At the beginning of the school year, our institution was
included in the pilot program „Tekwill in Every School”, and 30 students study in this
academic year 2 new school disciplines: graphic design and programming. However, in
the villages the children do not have the possibility to have a state-of-the-art computer at
home in order to be able to carry out the activities proposed by the teachers in the lessons.
Thus, the creation of a digital laboratory in our high school will change things a lot. It will
be able to be permanently available to students, in order to develop their skills in the field
and even prepare for a start in their future career. ”
„Digital Lab” comes to meet the educational
needs of regional high schools and helps
students to train and improve their digital skills
- an absolute necessity for today’s professions,
but especially those of the future. With an area
of about 50 m2, the laboratories will offer high
school students an innovative, creative and fully
equipped space for studying the disciplines
of the future. It will also provide access to
information technology for those who do not
have a device at home. Within the „Digital Lab”,
5 thematic areas will be arranged:

◊ Teacher area equipped with desk, large
screen and interactive whiteboard;
◊ Student area equipped with 20 laptops,
computers and webcams;
◊ Printing area dedicated to print materials;
◊ Creative area equipped with a board and bean
bag chairs;
◊ Storage area dedicated to the locker room.

The laboratories will become operational by the end of 2021, and the value of the project is about
130 000 EUR, offered as financial assistance from the European Union.
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EU4MOLDOVA: STARTUP CITY CAHUL - YOUNG
GENERATION BETTER PREPARED FOR FUTURE JOBS IN IT

Information technology is increasingly
becoming a key force in transforming
social life. Its presence is felt in practically
every field, and the in-depth knowledge
in IT is currently a great asset for those
who possess it. For the teacher Olga
Neculseanu, studying IT was a dream
come true, which she turns into reality only
after 15 years. She was always passionate
about numbers, which determined her
to become a teacher of mathematics
and computer science at the „Mihail
Sadoveanu” Theoretical High School in
the village of Giurgiulesti. In addition, she
also teaches „C Programming Language”
and „Web Development”. The teacher gave
wings to her dream when she started to
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study independently different languages
such as HTML, CSS, PHP. Later, however,
she consolidated her knowledge within
the project „Tekwill in Every School”,
participating in the training program for
teachers.
After the institution was selected in the
project, Olga Neculseanu participated
in several training programs to keep up
with information technologies and pass
them on to her students. This is how
she helps them to know the professions
of the future, being convinced that “We
must not educate children for today, but
for tomorrow.
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When we were selected, I felt the need to apply
to various training courses so that I could help
my colleagues in implementing this project.
The „Tekwill in Every School” project will
provide new skills for future employees who
will work in a new labour market, but also the
necessary knowledge for today’s teachers.
With a well-trained workforce and strong IT
knowledge, we will have new opportunities for
entrepreneurship. At the same time, we will
help the new generation to develop specific
skills, so that they can gain additional skills
to the existing curriculum to embrace new
opportunities in life.”

„Tekwill in Every School” (TiFS) is the most
complex extracurricular course program, in
which students study the disciplines of the
future (C ++, Web Design, Artificial Intelligence
and others). Last year, in its mission to bring
the professions of the future closer to students
and teachers, the European Union also joined
through the financial assistance provided
within the project „Eu4Moldova: Startup
City Cahul”, in partnership with Sweden and
implemented by ATIC. Thus, in 2021, about 46
schools in the Cahul region are expected to
enrol in the program.
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EU4INNOVATION CENTRE WILL BE BUILT IN CAHUL WITH
THE EU SUPPORT
Community events, projects for entrepreneurs, educational programs in the field of IT - are
just some of the initiatives that will be hosted by the future EU4Innovation Centre in Cahul
city. It will be built on the territory of „Bogdan Petriceicu Hasdeu” State University and is
about to open its doors in 2022. The centre will be created with the financial assistance
of the European Union in partnership with Sweden, within the project „EU4Moldova:
Startup City Cahul” implemented by ATIC. With its launch, it will significantly increase the
prospects and opportunities for employment in IT or related fields, continuous training
of non-IT professionals and specialists, as well as the possibilities for launching and
developing new IT businesses in the Cahul region.

Nicolae Dandis, the Mayor of Cahul city: “The creation of EU4Innovation Centre will give
impetus and added value to the intellectual potential of Cahul locality. The geographical
location of this centre opens numerous opportunities for cross-border cooperation, with
partners from Romania and Ukraine. I believe that the EU4Innovation Centre project will
provide learning and growth opportunities for the future workforce, which will lead to a
new wave of innovation in the region and in the country. ”
Through the development of the ICT Centre
of Excellence, the project aims to increase
the attractiveness of the Cahul region, the
economic development through innovations
and creating more opportunities for the
inhabitants of Cahul district. It also aims to
increase the pay level in the coming years
(average salary in the region) by at least 15%,
as well as to rise the local IT sector, which
should represent at least 5% of the national
one in the next 3 years.
„EU4Innovation Centre” is one of the main
achievements of the project „EU4Moldova:
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Startup City Cahul”. The initiative addresses
the sustainable socio-economic development
of Cahul municipality and neighbouring
localities, which complements the regional
coverage of development assistance provided
by the European Union to the Republic
of Moldova. The project mainly supports
economic development through innovation,
entrepreneurship, employment for small and
medium-sized enterprises outside the capital,
as well as offers study opportunities to young
people, women and girls in science, technology,
engineering and mathematics (STEM).

NEWSLETTER OF THE DELEGATION OF THE EUROPEAN UNION
TO THE REPUBLIC OF MOLDOVA |

MARCH - MAY 2021

„TEKWILL IN EVERY SCHOOL” WITH THE EU SUPPORT

The most complex online programme of extracurricular courses - „Tekwill in Every School”
(TiFS) - also extends to the south of the country! Last year, in its mission to bring the
professions of the future closer to students and teachers, the European Union also joined
through the financial assistance provided within the project „Eu4Moldova: Startup City
Cahul”, in partnership with Sweden and implemented by ATIC. Thus, in 2021, about 46
schools in the Cahul region are expected to enrol in the program. Until the start of the
lessons, teachers will benefit from a training program to learn how to effectively integrate
innovative methods of teaching and learning in the classroom, in TiFS courses.
Last year, within the pilot project „Tekwill in Every School”, over 216 teachers participated
in the training sessions developed with the help of mentors with experience in the field.
Among them there were some pedagogues from institutions in Cahul, who shared their
experience in the program with about 50 colleagues from schools in the region.
“Tekwill in Every School” is a
complex program of online
extracurricular
courses
that was launched the
previous year. The lessons
are optionally studied in
the school disciplines on
the platform www.tekwill.
online.md. The content is
available in Romanian and
Russian, and students can
study based on a curriculum
divided into four areas:
◊ Artificial Intelligence (courses: Programming of Algorithms in C / C ++, Artificial
Intelligence);
◊ Software Development (courses: Web Design and Development, Mobile Application
Design and Development);
◊ Creative Industry (courses: Graphic Design, Video Storytelling);
◊ Entrepreneurial Leadership (courses: Emotional Intelligence, Entrepreneurship).

By studying them, schoolchildren and
high school students aged 13-19 have the
opportunity to develop critical thinking,
creativity, digital skills, abilities and qualities,
but also to improve their interpersonal
communication skills. For a year, they
will follow a course of 34 lessons with an
interactive digital content, and at the end

- they will make a practical project based
on the knowledge obtained. In the school
year 2021-2022, over 20 000 students from
all over the country will optionally study
innovative courses, and with the help of
information technologies will benefit in the
future from more professional opportunities.
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TRAINING COURSE FOR IMPROVING DIGITAL SKILLS OF
LOCAL PUBLIC AUTHORITIES, ORGANISED WITH THE
SUPPORT OF THE EU
The current context shows that the use of online communication platforms to inform citizens
about their activities is increasing more and more and public services digitalisation becomes
a necessary and priority tool.
Digital competence is an essential skill for Local Public Authorities. Under EVA project
“Strengthened Gender Action in Cahul and Ungheni districts”, funded by the European Union
and implemented by UN Women Moldova, in partnership with UNICEF Moldova, was organised
an intensive course of improving digital skills of Local Public Authorities (LPAs).

“This course was like a breath of air. As we were asked to do everything easier. The work
with parents to be easier. All the explanation and interaction were on social media groups
and there were often misunderstandings. Respectively, parents asked for solutions, they
forced us to find simpler and more convenient methods. automatically, we had to create
groups on ZOOM. The EVA project came just on time. When I heard about the course, I asked
the mayor to include me, as well. I really needed it, and it was very useful for me. It is one
thing when you watch videos on the Internet and something else when the trainer comes
and explains it step by step”
said Maria Cozma, director of the kindergarten from Frăsinești.
The aim of these training sessions was to train or extend, where appropriate, the digital skills,
using online platforms and tools, accessing government services, making online payments, or
using social networks.
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“I knew nothing about ZOOM,
and it was totally new. I did not
know how to set up a meeting,
how to organise something.
We will be able to also have the
Local Council meetings online,
meetings with partners, maybe
even with citizens. We will work
more easily; we will engage
them much more”
said Elena Neiculov, secretary
of the Commune Council from
Zirnesti.

Thus, about 88 specialists from
12 LPAs from Cahul and Ungheni
districts were trained how to
use digital tools in working with
citizens. In addition, digital skills
will help make their daily work
more efficient, transparent, and
accountable towards the needs
of citizens, but also as an action
to respond to the current need to
adapt to the situation created by
the Coronavirus pandemic.
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EU BORDER ASSISTANCE MISSION RESPONDS TO DARK
WEB CHALLENGES
The Dark Web has become a notorious criminal hub that according to its online
nature operates regardless the borders. The anonymity of illicit online activity not only
encourages illegal actions, but also disguises them from law enforcement agencies. To
help our partner services tackle this challenge, on 25 May, EUBAM in cooperation with
United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC) has organized an online workshop
on Dark Web investigation with the participation of 30 high-level representatives of lawenforcement agencies of Ukraine and the Republic of Moldova.
During a live demonstration, experts from Germany, Spain and Thailand walked the
participants through the technical details of Dark Web operations. The UNODC specialists
shared best international practices for investigating crime on the Dark Web, using real
life scenarios from their own countries. At the same time, special attention was paid to
cryptocurrencies and the way payment methods work on the Dark Web. The workshop
was also focused on national legislation and how to conduct Dark Web investigations
within its boundaries.

“We should take into account the constantly changing character of the Dark Web phenomena
and its cross-jurisdictional nature. If we neglect it, perpetrators might be encouraged by
the lack of enforcement to conduct more and more illicit activities using the Dark Web.
Therefore, it is crucial that law enforcers constantly enhance their knowledge on this topic,
share experience and collaborate across agencies,”
stated Slawomir Pichor, Head of the European Union Border Assistance Mission to
Moldova and Ukraine.
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EU4DIGITAL PUBLISHES RECOMMENDATIONS FOR
ECOMMERCE HARMONISATION BETWEEN EASTERN
PARTNER COUNTRIES AND THE EU

The EU4Digital Facility has published its recommendations for the harmonisation of
eCommerce between the Eastern partner countries and the EU. The list of recommendations
has been drawn up as part of the eCommerce activity under the EU4Digital Facility’s eTrade
thematic area.
The overall objective of the report is to
provide recommendations to harmonise
eCommerce between the Eastern partner
countries and the EU in three areas:
ecosystem, legal framework and standards.
The recommendations aim to:

◊ Eliminate the barriers for cross-border
eCommerce;
◊ Boost cross-border eCommerce volume;
◊ Increase awareness and prepare the
countries for the EU 2021 eCommerce
changes.
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The recommendations were developed by
the EU4Digital eCommerce experts and
local Eastern partner country experts as
follows:
Developing the EU state of play or the
baseline. The baseline is structured around
the eCommerce value chain and describes
the players, information and activities
involved in the supply, distribution, and postsales activities of goods for the market. More
than 100 key aspects in legal, standards and
eCommerce ecosystem areas are described
across the value chain and the baseline.
◊ Performing the state of play analysis of
eCommerce in the Eastern partner countries.
The analysis was performed by conducting
interviews, workshops and research. More

than 50 stakeholders were involved across
the Eastern partner countries, including
ministries, customs and tax authorities,
postal and logistics operators, marketplaces,
business associations, local experts.
◊ Providing professional opinion by the
EU4Digital Facility experts on the key gaps
for cross-border eCommerce.
◊ Organising consultations and alignments
with the national stakeholders.
◊ Developing recommendations based on
the EU practices aimed to boost eCommerce
transactions volume and address the
necessary
supportive
measures
for
eCommerce to work.

The provided recommendations have resulted in six national actions plans that set the basis
for further implementation through:
◊ Authorities of the Eastern partner countries making the necessary changes in legal and
standards areas as per the provided specific points;
◊ Governmental and non-governmental stakeholders adopting the recommendations in national
economy development plans for practical actions.
One of the proposed recommendations (recommendation #1 of this report) – establishment
of a virtual warehouse, was selected to be piloted between the Eastern partner countries
(Armenia, Azerbaijan, Georgia) and the EU (Germany). The pilot solution is to establish national
virtual warehouses / databases of local goods to connect eCommerce actors so they can
automatically exchange information about sales, customs and delivery. You can read more
about the pilot here.
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CYBERSECURITY AND CYBEREAST PROJECTS HOST
WORKSHOP ON CYBERCRIME AND CYBERSECURITY
POLICIES WITH AUTHORITIES IN THE REPUBLIC OF
MOLDOVA

A workshop took place in the Republic of Moldova on 19 March 2021, jointly organised by the
EU-funded EU4Digital CyberSecurity East and CyberEast projects, to facilitate discussion with
national counterparts on their progress and further plans on cybersecurity and cybercrime
policies.
Moldova has employed a hybrid approach to
cybersecurity and cybercrime policies over
the years, with cybercrime, and in particular
implementation of the Budapest Convention,
being an integral part of their cybersecurity
policies.
The two EU-funded projects will support
the authorities in the Republic of Moldova
in the implementation of their strategy and
action plan, with specific activities planned
together with national counterparts.
Cybersecurity is critical to both prosperity
and security. As our daily lives and
economies increasingly rely on digital

technologies, we become more and more
exposed to malicious cyber-attacks.
Harmful and hostile cyber activities have
both criminal and political motivations,
threatening our economies, democratic
freedoms and values. Cybercrime policies
and, in general, criminal justice action in
cyberspace, are crucial pillars of ensuring
security in cyberspace.
For more information, please access:
https://eufordigital.eu/cybersecurity-andcybereast-projects-host-workshop-oncybercrime-and-cybersecurity-policies-withmoldovan-authorities/
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REGIONAL ROAMING AGREEMENT: HOW ROAMING
PRICES CAN FALL IN EASTERN PARTNER COUNTRIES BY
ALMOST 90%
Roaming prices in the Eastern partner countries are expected to fall by almost 90% by 2026,
under a Regional Roaming Agreement (RRA) currently being finalised with the support of
EU4Digital.
In February 2019, during the Third Eastern Partnership Ministerial Meeting on the Digital
Economy, the six Eastern partner countries reaffirmed their commitment to sign a Regional
Roaming Agreement (RRA). Following this final endorsement, the EU4Digital Facility
Telecom Rules team has been working on a regional initiative aimed at the harmonisation
of international mobile roaming regulatory frameworks in the Eastern partner countries.
Geography
The RRA covers the ability for customers of mobile operators of Eastern partner countries
(Armenia, Azerbaijan, Belarus, Georgia, Moldova, and Ukraine) to use mobile services
while visiting any of the six Eastern partner countries.
Impact
A Roaming report conducted by the EU4Digital Facility shows that the RRA would bring
a positive benefit for society in Eastern partner countries. For the six Easter partner
countries, roaming prices for customers are expected to be reduced gradually during a
five-year transition period, allowing for necessary market adjustments.
At the end of this period in 2026, it is expected that retail prices of roaming services in
the Eastern partner countries will be reduced by 87% for consumers. Overall positive
impact is estimated at 4.6 million EUR, a figure which represents the difference between
consumer surplus and revenue losses for mobile operators.
Services
All mobile communications services normally available to a roaming customer are
covered by the RRA:
◊ make and receive voice calls;
◊ send and receive SMS;
◊ use mobile data transmission services.
Next steps
In order to sign the RRA, national approval procedures regarding the final RRA text have
to be completed in each Eastern partner country. The following timeline is foreseen for
the RRA:
◊ Autumn 2021: Eastern partner countries’ ministers plan to sign the RRA.
◊ Throughout 2021: Adoption of any amendments to laws and/or by-laws, necessary to
achieve the objectives and implementation of the RRA.
◊ 1 January 2022: RRA enters into force, people in Eastern partner countries will pay
less for mobile communications services while roaming within the six Eastern partner
countries.
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◊ 2023-2025: Roaming prices will still be falling in line with proposed glidepath. It is expected,
that by the end of this period in 2026 the roaming charges for customers will be reduced by
87%.
◊ 1 January 2026: Roaming charges for customers expected to be further reduced as a result
of mirroring new EU rates for wholesale prices and setting retail charges by adding calculated
effective domestic prices.
Once the RRA is signed, it would ensure
a substantial lowering of applicable
roaming prices among the six Eastern
partner countries. This would allow mobile
communications
networks’
roaming
customers to enjoy more affordable services
while roaming in other Eastern partner

countries. On top of that, the implementation
of changes to the legislative and regulatory
framework required in order to introduce
the RRA would also be a step towards
harmonising their national regulatory setups
with the EU regulatory framework.

International roaming area between Eastern partner countries and EU Member States
A commitment to explore the possibility
of a common international roaming space,
including the economically sustainable
reduction of roaming tariffs between the
Eastern partner countries and the EU
Member States was confirmed at the Third
Eastern Partnership Ministerial Meeting on
the Digital Economy in February 2019. It was
also agreed to launch discussions and to
conduct a feasibility study to support that
process.
Following this final endorsement from
Eastern Partnership ministers, the EU4Digital
Facility in October 2020 launched the EaPEU roaming study, which is a new activity
under the Telecom Rules thematic area. One
of the underlying assumptions for further

assessing the feasibility of a common EaPEU roaming space is the signing of the RRA
among Eastern partner countries, which is
also being facilitated by the EU4Digital team.
The signing ceremony of the RRA is expected
to take place in Autumn 2021. Looking
further, should the common roaming space
between the EaP and EU Member States
prove to be feasible, the EaP-EU study
will aim to suggest the most appropriate
legal, economic and technical option for
implementation.
For more information please access:
https://eufordigital.eu/regional-roamingagreement-how-roaming-prices-can-fall-ineastern-partner-countries-by-almost-90/
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EU4DIGITAL GUIDE FOR BUILDING AND BOOSTING
GROWTH OF ICT ENTREPRENEURIAL ECOSYSTEMS IN
EASTERN PARTNER COUNTRIES

EU4Digital has developed a framework
to build and enhance the growth of the
ICT entrepreneurial ecosystems in the six
Eastern partner countries, by delivering a
guide that provides a maturity assessment
of each country, as well as country-level
recommendations for developing the
ecosystem.
Understanding the entrepreneurial ecosystem:
the entrepreneurial ecosystem can be
defined as the union of public and private
entities, within a national or international
scope, that joins efforts to promote the
creation of new companies and ensure
their success by offering them access to
knowledge, capital, market and resources.
In this way companies are motivated to
invest their profits in the same ecosystem,
as a result, creating economic wealth and
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boosting the development of industries.
ICT entrepreneurial ecosystems are mainly
focused on innovations, generating new
business models, products and services,
in addition to creating more competitive
and efficient markets and improving the
customer experience.
Composition of the guide: the guide provides
an evaluation of the performance of ICT
entrepreneurial ecosystem stakeholders in
the partner countries, such as educators,
investors, facilitators and connectors; it also
offers a benchmarking of the Eastern partner
countries and the East-Central European
countries. Finally, the guide provides countrylevel analysis and recommendations,
including practical actions, approximate
timing, budget and required expertise for
implementation.
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In producing this guide, the experts
developed and applied a custom
methodology for evaluating the maturity
of the ecosystems and performance
of their stakeholders through several
growth elements such as access
to finance, knowledge, market and
resources (facilities). The guide was
developed by gathering information
from several public sources as well as
holding multiple rounds of interviews
and consultations with stakeholders
of the ICT innovation network in the
Eastern partner countries, experts, educators, investors and others.
Providing access to finance: the persistent
growth of start-ups largely depends on the
funding made available to support players
of the ecosystem – local stakeholders
and start-ups. In terms of investment
capacity in the Eastern partner countries,
the previous EU4Digital study “Market
Assessment for Digital Innovation and
Scale-up Initiative (DISC) in Eastern
partner countries” confirmed the funding
gap for technology start-ups. In order to
address this gap, the guide for developing
the ICT entrepreneurial ecosystems has
contributed with recommendations for
building the investment capacity.
One of the tools to implement these
recommendations will be the EaP DISC
Capital regional venture funding facility,
which was designed by EU4Digital ICT
Innovation team experts. The facility should
offer access to capital and knowledge for
technology start-ups from idea to growth
stages in the six Eastern partner countries.
In the current stage, EU4Digital will support
the European Commission in the selection
of the International Financial Institution
to start a tender process for the facility
implementation. The EaP DISC Capital will
potentially start operating in the coming
years.
Stakeholders’ perspective on implementation:
during the country level presentations of the
ICT entrepreneurial ecosystem analysis and

recommendations organised by EU4Digital
back in February 2021, stakeholders from
the Eastern partner countries noted the
need to work towards the entrepreneurial
mindset of innovators and educators. For
that, the stakeholders identified several
components as a key to greater growth of
entrepreneurial ecosystems. These are the
development of education opportunities
through R&D activities and adaptation of
best practices from other countries through
joint programmes. They also emphasised
the importance of transparency on
investments and actions for implementation
of the recommendations, and identified
the government to act as a connector and
empower the best ecosystem builders.
Next steps: EU4Digital aims to provide
partner countries with assistance in
boosting the growth of ICT entrepreneurial
ecosystems. The next steps for the
EU4Digital Facility are therefore to initiate
and facilitate discussions with local
governments, EU delegations and other
public entities involved in the development
of local ecosystems. The main objective will
be to find the way forward in implementing
the recommendations on country level,
taking into account potential owners and
donors.
The guidebook is available for download on
the EU4Digital Library here.
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ACHIEVING GIGABIT CONNECTIVITY IN THE EASTERN
PARTNER COUNTRIES

The COVID-19 pandemic has made the need for digital connectivity and access to digital
services clear.
Research conducted by the World Bank found that about half of surveyed firms responded to
the pandemic crisis by using digital technologies and digital solutions. Similarly, people have
switched where possible to online modes of shopping, working, and socialisation. For example,
online video conferencing platforms such as Zoom saw a in meeting participants daily between
late 2019 and mid-2020. Even searches for ‘e-commerce’ on leading search engine Google saw
a jump in early 2020, as most countries around the world began their lockdowns.
With the growing use of digital technologies and solutions, it is now more urgent for countries
to overcome long-standing divides in access to connectivity. And due to the exponential
increase of services and applications relying more on high-speed broadband connectivity,
it will be critical for countries to accelerate internet access for everyone with no exclusion
or discrimination. This will allow all people, businesses, and institutions to make a shift to
digitisation in response to this pandemic, but also to set up for a resilient recovery and prepare
for future shocks.
The European Union’s Gigabit Society targets point the way to a vision of such a connected
society. It sets the stage for countries to work towards overcoming the income, location,
demographic, and accessibility divides that have held many people back from accessing digital
opportunities.
The World Bank worked closely with the European Commission, within the EU4Digital Initiative,
to assist the Eastern Partnership (EaP) countries –Armenia, Azerbaijan, Belarus, Georgia,
Moldova, and Ukraine – to develop and update their national broadband strategies and identify
roadmaps to realise gigabit connectivity.
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Gigabit broadband is possible in the EaP
countries
The Eastern partner countries have done
well to increase access to the internet for
their populations: as of 2019, more than
two-thirds of individuals were internet users.
However, the findings of the analysis
conducted by the World Bank suggest
that most internet users, and certainly the
better-connected ones, are in urban areas.
Moreover, existing networks might not be
capable of sustaining gigabit-level speeds:
as Figure 1 shows, between a quarter to
nine-tenths of households are not currently
subscribed to fiber to the home (FTTH)
technology, which is the likely networking
technology to deliver such speeds.
Fifthgeneration (5G) networks, which could
also deliver such quality, are only now being
rolled out in these countries, suggesting a
long way to meet those targets.
However, these targets are attainable.
Countries such as Singapore and the United
Arab Emirates have seen FTTH networks
cover most of their populations. Among
larger countries, China has succeeded in
connecting most of its households to FTTH.
Countries such as Lithuania and Spain
already register fixed broadband connection
speeds over 100 Mbps. Each country’s path
to a gigabit society will differ, but these
examples suggests that the
EaP countries have various good practices
to define their roadmaps to get to gigabit
connectivity for all.

Main ingredients for broadband-for-all
Indeed, global experience and good
practices –embedded well into the
European Union’s own practices and
regulatory frameworks – highlight certain
common themes that underpin wellfunctioning broadband markets.
These include, most critically:
◊ Increasing competitive pressure on
service providers in different subsegments
of the value chain – from first to last mile
through markets or policy actions – to
improve market outcomes for consumers;
◊ Mobilising private investment to expand
networks and improve quality of service,
including
through strategic use of public financing to
de-risk private investment where necessary;
and,
◊ Empowering digital users to stimulate
demand, build knowledge about productive
uses of broadband, to increase digital
inclusion, and to maximise economic
impact.
Notably, enabling competitive markets and
attracting private investment are critical
elements for the EaP countries to release
their gigabit connectivity potential. The
investments needed to reach universal
FTTH coverage are significant – in late
2020, we estimated that the level of
investment needed to reach 100 per cent
fiber coverage across the six EaP countries
was between €4 to €14 billion. Much of
this can be mobilised from private sources
if enabling environments create the right
incentives and pressures.
Specific gaps that remain – where
broadband rollout is commercially unlikely
in a reasonable timeframe due to reasons of
high-cost, low-revenue potential, or limited
competition – could then be considered for
some form of public financing or de-risking.
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Parallel efforts to increase the value of
broadband connectivity for people and
businesses will expand markets. This
could include digital literacy programmes,
development of broadband use-cases that
realise social and economic opportunities,
and deeper digitisation of public and private
services.
Managing demand while closing divides
EaP countries can do more to mobilise
private capital and close digital divides.
This will need updating legal frameworks to

increase competitive pressure in broadband
markets, reduce the costs of broadband
rollout, allow the rapid introduction of new
technologies (such as 5G), and boost
regulatory competence and independence.
This will create the conditions to mobilise
private capital. Complemented by targeted
programmes to address remain gaps and
divides through demand-side programmes,
Eastern partner countries can firmly position
themselves to build back better in the global
digital economy.

For more information, please access: https://eufordigital.eu/achieving-gigabit-connectivity-intheeastern-partner-countries/
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